bed d d,. eded did 


Die E ercurii 22 Octob. 1644. 
II. is this day Ordered by the Com: 


mons aſſembled in Parliament: That 


M. Aſhurſt and M. Gowrdon do from 
this Houſe give thanks to M. (alamy, 


for the great pains he took in the Ser- 


mon he preached this day at the en- 
treaty of the Commons at S. Marga- 
ret: Weſtminſter : It being a day eſpeci- 
ally ſet apart for a Publike Humilia- 
tion, and to deſire him to print his Ser- 
mon, And it is Ordered that none 
ſhall preſume co Print his Sermon 
without being authoriſed under the 
Hand- writing of the ſaid M. Calamy. 

H. Ehg Cler. Parl. D. Com. 
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3 BEFORE THE HONOU: 


be: rable Houſe of Commons, on 
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95 their late extraordinary Solemn Faſt, 

95 October 22. 1644. 

2 By Ep Mun Sener and Preacher 
422 at Aldermanbury, Lox DON. 
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33 — or thoſe eighteen upon whom the Tower of Siloe fell, and 


47 them, think ye that they were ſinners above all men 

2 that dwelt in Feruſalem ? k 
4% I tell 90 Nay - but except ye Repent, ye ſhall all ikewiſe 
£5 per 179. 
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THE HON OURABLE 
the Houſe of CO MMONS, 


nov aſſembled in 


PARLIAMENT. 


nge ſabject matter preſented. auto you 
MY, in this Sermon, is Repentance: 4 
Ba Theam that concerns you not onlyias 
os are Parliament men, betruſted 
58 0) the pe — with the. happineſſe of 
he kingdom, but. as you are Gen- 


* A tlemen berruſſed by Cod with im- 
mortall ſouls. It is 4 queſtion with ſome . ( though with 
me it i no queition ) Whether a wicked man can be'a. 
good Parliament man? But 7 ſuppoſe it is 4 queſtion'with 
none, That if the man go to hell for want of repentance, 
what ſhall then become of the Parliament man? For 
this grace js abſolutely neceſſary for: your own. ſalvati- 
ens; fo neceſiary as that there « not the leaſt creviſe 
WH 3 


3 IS 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ; 


for an impenitent ſinner to get into heaven at, And it 


ie for the preferoatios of the Kingdom. 


is * Fe | | 
For it & The only way, and an infallible way to 


deliver 6 from 1 and land- de- 
vou udgement that is now upon us, 4 & pro- 
— jg Fe in the enſairg Diſcomſe, and there- 
fore 1-conld heartily with that one of the Sermons preach- 
ed before you every Faiting den, might be a Sermon 
of Repentunce, Ana that al our Pulpits might found 
forth nothing but the the Doctrine of Repenrance z and 
that this might be the Language of every goaly Mi- 
wſ/ter, Repent O England, Repent, Repent. | & was 
once ſaid, and that very truly, Inter akercandum ve- 
ritas amittĩtur. I m ſure it may: be more truly ſaid 
F u times, Inter diſputandum pænitentia amittitur, 
The people of #he City bf London baue almoſt diſpu- 
ted away their Repentance. I have read of one that 
by long ſtudying e School-Divinity was ſo beſu- 
ted that he quite forgot the Lords Prayer. And 1 


fear that in aur dayes- — ab heat of diſputati- 
on «bout matters of Diſcipline, Faith , and - +0 
tance i much forgotten both by cAMiniſter and Peo- 
pie. And therefire as it was the excellency of our 


Erſt Reformets ( for which they are erernally to be 


praiſed ) to bring. rhe Divinitie of former times 
( which was mach perplexed, and almoſt liſt a- 
mongñ the muitituac of wnnecefiary School- utrum's) 
vento 4 plain politive Scripture-Divinitie: So # will 
be the encellency of all the godly Miniſters in Eng. 
land (far which Poſterity will Viefie "them ') to bing 
all the multitade of the wnneceſlary Queſtions that 
ve among n, ta abi Unum — 
tancc. . 
8 But 


wm of Repen- | 
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. The Spalte Ddr ß. 


N RNepentance. For mur people deve Wem - 
＋ꝙ— — 
man is wonderfull prone, Firſt, To think it A 


thing to Repent, Secondly , To think that ,Repen- 
tance is an ordinary vommon Theam, and that it is 
| an eaſie matter to make a Sermon of Repentance. 
5 Thirdly, To think that it is in his power to Re- 
| pent when he will. Fourthly, To think that God 
will be contented with any slight Repentance. Fifth- 
ly, To think that little ſinnes need no great Repen- 
tance. Sixthiy, Te think that he repenteth when 
he doth not. Seventhly, To deferre his Repen- 


FT" ———— IO. 


* — — 


tance till he come to be old or ſick, Eighthly, To 
l truſt to his Repentance, and to think ro make God a- 
mends by his repentance. | 

All tee aut ww and dangerous errours. The | 
Lord deliver you from them, Remedies againi# moſt 4 
of them are Y ko in the following Sermon , which 1 
though I ſuppoſe your multitude of buſineſſes will not ſuf- 4 
fer you to reade over ;, yet your multitude of buſineſes | ; 

ms not hinger you from the preſent practice of it. For 

r that: extuſtth humelf From preſent Repentance by the 

multitude of his imployments, what doth he elſe, but ex- 
cuſe himſelf out of heaven, they did, Luke 14. 18, 1 
19. that brought Apoſtles why they could not goe to | 
ö Rü | befech = 

Tour affairs are many and weighty , yet I beſeec 

Jon alwaies remember Chriſt heed "Lake 10. 47, 42. 
Martha, Martha, thou art carefull about many things, 
; but one thing is needfull. The Lord make you Stu- 
dents f ſuch things, which, when well ſtudied, will 
ſtudy you into Chriſt and into Heaven, Moft men fad) 
things 
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that them into 1 , and into contentions, 
— 7 _ be repented of. The Lad mate you 
iy. that R entancs which 6 repentance never te be 
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A Sermon preached before the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons, at their extraordinary Day 
of Humiliation, October 22, 1644. | 


Acts 17. verſ 30. latter part. £ 
— But now commandeth all men every Where to repent. 
The former part runs thus, 


Aud the times of ilus ignorance God Winked at, but, &c. 


— —— —U—äDn—— 


2 Mong all the Texts that are in the Bible, 5 
J there is no one Text more ſuteable to 
theſe times, then this that I have read 


If any ſhall objeR and ſay; the doctrine of repentanc 
| | 1 


— — 


” 8 SO 2 
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4 Sermon preached to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 


1. 


2. 


1 


2. 


s a doctrine that we all know already. I anſwer, if you know 


this doctrine ſo well, the more ſhame you practiſe it ſo little. You 
know the Story of Chryſoſtom, that preached many Sermons to 
the people of Antioch againſt Swearing, and the people began 
to be weary of thatſubjec ; and asked him, when he would leave 
preaching againſt ſwearing zHe anſwered, when you leave ſwea- 
ring, Ile leave preaching againſt ſwearing. Would you have the 
plaiſter taken away before the wound be cured? I could heartily 
wiſh,that all che godly Miniſters of England would combine to- 
gether, never to leave preaching the ſword-removing, and land- 
preferving doctrine of repentanco, till they had perſwaded all the 
people of England to repent, and rifl God ſhould be pleaſed up- 
on our repentance,for Chriſts ſake,to turn away the judgements 
that are now upon us. The words themſelves are part of that 
famous Sermon that Saint Paul did preach to the At heni aus, to 
drive them from their old Idolatries and Superſtitions, to which 
they and their forefathers had been fo much addicted. In the 
whole verſe we have three parts: Firlt, 

A deſcription of the times in which their forefathers lived, 
they were times of ignorance ; But the. times of this ignar ance : 
No wonder they were Idolaters, for they were ighotant : They 
fate in darknefſe and ſaw no light, and no wonder for a man in 
the dark to erre and go aſtray. 7 & ve 

A deſcription of Gods carriage and behaviour towards thoſe 
times; And the times of this ignorance ed Winked at. By which 


words you mult not underſtand, as if God did allow of their 


Idolatries, but there is a twofold meaning of thoſe words. 

1 God winked, that is, God did not fo ſeverely puniſh your 
forefathers that lived in time of ignorance for their Idolatries, as 
he will do you that live in time of knowledge if you continue in 
thefe courſes. For ignorance doth exc#/are à tanto, though not 
4 toto; your forefathers knew no better, and therefore were no 
better. But now God will wink no longer. For we live in times 
of knowledge. And he that knowetb his maſters will and doch 
it not, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. | 

2, God winked at your-fore-tathers, that is, God did 
not care fo much for them, as he doth for you, God deſpiſed 
them; The word in the Greek is d the ſame word 
El ; | that 


—— 


41 an extraordinary Faft, Octo. 22. 1644. 


that is uſed Act. 6. 1. and it ſigniſies to neglect and deſpiſe. God 
did neglect your forefathers and ſuffered them to go to hell in 
their Idolatries, but now God takes more care of you, for God 
hath ſent me to preach Jeſus Chriſt for your ſalvation; And there- 
fore it is no excuſe for you to pleade the example of your forefa- 
thers, for the times of ignorante God winked at, but now God 
commands you to repent of the fins your forefathers lived in. 

Here we have a deſcription of the Duty that God required of 
them, and that God requires of us, and that God requires of all 
men every where. But nom God commands all men every where 0 
repent : But w, not now excluſively, but now eminently, now 
rather then at another time,now more then at another time; gu: 
now. God doth not only extrear, but he doth command; and he 
doth not only command /oxx men, but he commands all men; and 
not only in ſome places, but every Where : But now God commands 
all men every Where to repent, In the words thus explained, there 
are five Obſervations ; I ſhall wave the firſt four, and pitch only 
upon the laſt; the firſt is, 


3. 


That ta live impenitently in times of knonleage, is a ſin that God DoF, 1. 


will nat wink at; To be a drunkard,or an adulterer,or an idolater, 
c. under the times of the Goſpel), is a finne that God will never 
bear; And the times of ignaraxce God winked at, but now, &c. 


. That it is 4 great bleſſing te a nation, for God ta ſend the Goſpel Do ct. 2. 


to a nation, And the times of ignorance God neglected and de- 
ſpiled, but now God hath ſent the Goſpel to you, God takes more 
care of your ſalvation. 


T hat long preſcription of time for {dolatry aud ſmper ſtirion, s no Dodct. 3. 


good argument to maintain Idolatry and ſuperflitton. This way 
the argument that the Athenians brought againſt Pauls doctrine, 
ver. 1 8. This man ſe:meth to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange godt, He 
preacheth new doctrine that our forefathers never heard of, and 
therefore we will not hearken to his doctrine. This was the argu» 
ment the Jews brought againſt Steven and his doctrine, ect. 
6.14, We have heard bim ſay, t hat this eſus ſhall alter the cuſtoms 
which Moles delivered us. This is the great argument the Papiſts 
uſe to maintain their Maſſe-book, their adoration of images, and 
the reſt of their ſuperſtitions. In King Edward the fixths dayes, 
when that great rebellion was in the Weſt, the only argument 
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E bt - T 6 A Sermon preached to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, | 


that was brought by the Rebels to uphold their rebellionwas,be> 
cauſe that King Edward did endeavour to bring in a new way of 
worthipping of God, which they and their Forefathers did not 
know. And this is the great and only reaſon, that makes many 
poor and ignorant people to cry down the Parliament and tor 
this cauſe many thouſands have taken up Arms to fight theme 
ſelves into Popery and ſlavery: And all becauſe they fear the Par- 
liament will take away their old Epiicopal government, their old 
Cathedrall ſervice, their organs, altars, croſſings of their children 
in Baptiſm, and otner ſuch like cuſtomes. For my part, I am not 
ignorant of what dangerous conſc quence ĩt is, to alter and — 
the cuſtoms of-a kingdom, and I know the Parliament is ſo wiſe, 


as that they will not alter, and the Aſſembly of Miniſters ſo ju- 


dicious, as that they will not adviſe them to alter any cuſtome in 
the worſhipof God, but upon very grave and weighty conſide- 
rations, But howſoever, this is no good argument: Becauſe I 
have been accuſtomed to come to Weſtminſter to hear. the Or- 
gans play, and to hear Cathedrall ſervice; And becauſe I my ſelf 
was ſigned with the ſign of the croſſe when I was baptized; And 
becaule I have lived all this while under Epiſcopall government, 
therefore I will take up Arms rather then the Parliament ſhall 
make me to worſhip God in any other way then I have been ac< 
cuſtomed. The Text confures this Argument, Aud the times of 
this ignorance God Winked at, but now commands all men eve 
Where to repext, Former times were times of ignorance, and times 
wherein mens conſciences were oppreſſed, and mouths ſtopped 
from ſpeaking. But now the times are times of Reformation; now 
God hath given greater liberty, and hath ſent a greater light into 
the kingdom. And now God commands all men every where 
to repeut. 

That the Commandements of Gods Niniſters, they are Gods 
Commande ments; God commands all men, faith the Text; that 
is, God by me commands; my Commandement is Gods Com- 
mandement. Thele four Doctrines I ſhall not any further med» 
dle withall, but the DoAtrine that through the help of Almighty 
God I ſhall defire to ioſiſt upon, is this: | 

That Repentance u the great Commaudement of God for theſe 
ti æes: Or thus; That Repentance is the duty of chele dates ; 

| | Repentanee 


b RO 5; 


e db ae; 


* 
5 
f } 
3s 
* 
* 
Y 
8 
Kel 
hs 
DN 
* 


- as 


„ , 1 * _ — 2 
(4x3 8 l vw} HE Ra”, 
4 l 2 ” 
> 4 4 


40 extraordinary Faſt, Octo. 12. 1644. 


Repentance is the awww nne ſſarium for England: Repentance is 


the primum & maximum m dat um for England: Bur now God 


commantls all men every where te repent. And there are two Res- 
' ſons, why that God commands England to repent now, rather 


then ever before. | 
The firſt Reaſon is common to Eng/ard with the Athenians. 
The ſecond reaſon is proper to EAgland: The firlt reaſon is 


Pals reaſon : The ſecond reaſon is Exg/ands reaſon. 


The firſt reaſon why England (hould nw repent, and why this 
duty is v ſo neceſſary, is becauſe that wow are the times of the 
Goſpel ; and not only ſo, but times wherein the Goſpel is preach- 
ed with more purity and power then ever ; and therefore God 
commands us all ro repent now more then ever. And there are 
divers reaſons why that they that live under the Goſpe/ ſhould re- 


| pert more then other people and rather then other people: 


1. Becauſe Repentance is one of the firſt leſſons that the Go- 
ſpel teacheth, And therefore Fob» B aprift that was a harbinger 
to the Goſpel, came preaching the doctrine of Repentance, and 
ſay ing, Reperr, for the kingdom of God is at hand, Mat.3.2, And 
the firſt Sermon that Chrilt preached was 2 Sermon of Repen- 
tance, Mat. 4. 17. From that time peſus began topreach, and to 
ſay, Repent, for the kingdoms of heaven is at hand. And the firſt lei- 
ſon that Peter taught the Fews, Act. 2.28. was to repent, And 
chereforeit is called, Heb.6.1. one of the principles of the doctrine 
of Cbriſt: And he mult needs be an arrant dunce in the School of 
the Goſpel, that hath heen twenty, thirty, or fourty years in the 
School of the Goſpel, and hath not yet learned the firſt leſſon of 
the Goſpel. | 

2. Becauſe Repentance is not only one of the firſt, but one of 
the chiefeft leſſous of the Goſpel, For, for this very end and purpoſe 
Chriſt came down from heaven, and was made man, that he might 
preach repentance, as you may reade, Luk. 5. 31. [came not to call 
the righteous, but ſinners to repentance. 

3. Becauſe Repentance, as it is one of the firſt and chiefeſt 
leſſons of the Goſpel, ſo it is ane of che chiefsft purchaſes and privi- 
ledges of the Goſßel. As Chriſt came from heaven to preach re- 
pentance, ſo he ſhed his bloud to purchaſe repentance. And there- 
fore he bids his Diſciples ro go and preach repentance in bus 

B 3 Name, 


1. 


2, 


The firſt head 


ot Reaſons. 


Reaſou 5. 


Motive 1. 


Nause, that ix as his purchaſe, Luk. 24.47. Repentavcs La beck- 
daa te ſcape Gads Wrath by, made np of Cbriſts blaud. A door 


that the Angels had not, nor Adam, till Chriſt had purchaſed it 


for him, The Covenant of Works admits not of it, Repentance 
is the proper priviledge of the Covenant of Grace. 

4. Becauſe Repentance is one of the chiefeſt gifts of the Go- 
ſpel. For as Chrift hecams Man to preach Repenrance, andſhed 
his bloud to puchaſe repentance; ſo heisalſo riſen from the dead, 
and exalttd at Gods right hand, to be a Prince and Saviour to give 
repentance to Iſrael, aud forgiveneſſe of ſins, Act. 5. 31. Hence I 
gather, That to be under the Goſpel, and to live impenitently, 


s to ſinne againſt the jncarpation of Chriſt, it is to ſin againſt the 


bloud-ſhed of Chriſt, it is to fip againſt the reſurtection and exal- 
tation of Chriſt, it is to fin againſt the purchaſe and donation of 
Chriſt, and againſt the chief priviledges of a Chriſtian. 

But then again, God requires chat you that live under the Go- 
ſpel, that you eſpecially ſnould repent, more then other nations; 
becauſe the Galpatdoth hold forth rwo powesfull Arguments 
2nd Motives o perſwade yqu to tapent 3 ſuch as n ther Reli 
gion can hold forth: The ſirſt Motive is 

The conſideration of Gods infinite love to mankinde, in ſend- 


iog Jeſus Chriſt ta die a curled death, to fave all that belceve and 


repent from heil and damnatiobo: This is in a kinds an nipo- 
tent Argument to perſwade a (inner ta repentance: eu. 

Chriſt crucified for ma, and hall I cruciſie bim by my blau vatiu 

and blaſpbemies? &c. Was rhe Lord Jeſins Chriſt, broken for me, 

and ſhalt not my heart be broken for my ſins againſt him ? this is iu- 
ſtar mille argamentorum, There is a (tory, that when Ceſar 
was killed in the Senate by Bratis and Caſſius, Antbony the Se- 
nator took bis bloudy Robe, and;carried it to the Market · ſtead, 
and ſhewed it to the people; Behold ( faith he) the bleudy Robe 
of jour quondam Empereur: And thereby he did provoke them 
to the revenge of his death. And certainly the contemplation of 
the blond · ſned of Jeſus Chriſt, is an unanſwerable argument, to 
conſtrain us to repent of our ſins againſt Chriſt : He that would 
repent atight of ſinne, let him go to Mount Calvary, and there 
— _ learn two leflons, that no other Religion can teach him 
irſt: 
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Mount (alvary will teach him, that God is (0 diſplegſed With 1. 
fin, that nothing but the death of a God could ſatuſie the Wrath of 
God for ſin. ? wo | 
Mount Calvary Will teach him that all that. Chrift did there 2. 
ſuffer mul be ſuffered by bim to all eternity, if he doth not repent, 
This is anomnipotent argument, if God makes it effectual. 
Bur beſides this motive, the Goſpel holds forth as in a clear 
glaſſe a ſecond motive; which is, | : 
T he confider ation of the eternall Judgement,This is an Argument Motive 2. 
that Paul brings inthe verſe after my Text, B ut now God com. 
mand: al men to re pont, becanſe lu hath appointed a day; wher rin he 
will judge the world in righteonſneſſe, by that man mm he bath or- 
dained, &c. There wili come a terrible day of judgemenc : and 
in that day, if there be any one fm unrepented of, tho devils ali 
aſſoon be ſaved as you, This is a mighty Argumeot tb perſwade 
you to repentance; The leaſt ſinne will damn ybu in that day 
without tepentance; the greateſt fin carmot hurt you in that day 
iß you repent, | > 
But befides theſe Motives, the Goſpel doth alſo afford two Reaſou 2. 
great Helps to work repentance, which no other Religion cyn.af- 
ford: and therefore we that live under the Goſpel, e muſt᷑ re. 
pent rather then other: The Goſpel affords the help of Kaen. 
ledge, and the help of Grace: Firſt, . 
1. The Goſpel affords the hep of Knowledge; for God hath The firſt help. 
promiſed that in the times of the Goſpel al mer ball know him 
from the leaft to the greateſt; we that live under the Goſpelkaow 
that Drunkenneſſe, and Adultery, and Swearing, ære the Works 
of bell, aud will bring to hi; we know this, and therefore though 
God winked at the times of ignorance, God will not wink at 
us if we be guilty of theſe fins; We chat live under the Goſpel, 
know that the worſhip of God, the more ſpirituall it is, the more 
beautifull it is in the eyes of God whos a Spirit: And that the 


out ward pomp of Gods ſervice is an attire more ſit for the Whote 


of Babylon then for the modeſt Spouſe of Chriſt? And that Mu- 
ſick in Gods ſervice, thoogh it may pleaſe the ears of men, yet 
it is unpleaſing in the ears of God: And that the beſt' Muſiek 
that will pleafe God, is the ſighs and groans of a bleeding hett 
for ſinne. This we all know: and therefore God will not wink 
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at our Superſtition: The times ef ignorance God Winked at, but 
now weder the Gofpel be cali yes all to repent : For we know that 
Repentance is as neceſſary as heaven: And that it is one of the firſt 
principles of the Doctrines of Chriſt, Heb. 6.1, 2. And that it is 
one of the vitall parts of a Chriſtian, without which a Chriſtian 
is but a carkaſſe of a Chriſtian: As the foul is neceſſary to the 


life of the body, ſo repentance is neceſſary to the life of a Chri- 


ſtian; it is as the very ſoul of a Chriſtian ; a Chriſtian is no true 
Chriſtian without it, We know this i And therefore God will 
not wink at an impenitent finner in theſe daies: We know that 
there are but two waies to heaven; either by 1»woceney, or by 
Penitency; And he that will look to go to heaven by innocency, 


muſt findea ladder by himſelf to climbe to heaven by: There is 


no Way to heaven ſince the fall of Adam but by repentance ; And 
therefore Tertullian ſaith, he was nuli rei natus ni penitentia, 


born for noching elſe but to repent : This we all know; and 
therefare not to repent now, is a ſinne that God will never ſuffer, 


Beſides this, 

2. We have the help of Gods Spirit, for the Miniſtery of the 
Goſpel, is the Miniſtery of the Spirit; and God hath promiſed to 
pour out his Spirit upon all fleih in the times of the Goſpel: And 
therefore God looks we ſhould be mere ipirituall in his worſhip 
then the Jews were: And not torepent under the Goſpel; is not 
only to ſinne againſt the (Min: ſter, but it is to ſinne againſt the 
Spirit of God. Now the ſumme of all the firſt Argument is this : 
That he that lives under the Goſpel, and lives impenitently, fins 


- againſt the Birth. Death, Reſurrettion, and Exaltation of Feſws 


Chriſt : (ins againſt the greateſt argumeuta, that God can uſe, to 
perſwade him to repent ; - fins againſt the greateff helps that God 
can afford him to repent; He is a ſinner left without all excuſe, 


He is a Adonfter in Chriſtianity ; And the horteſt place in hellis | - 


too cold for him, All this is Pauls reaſon, and it is common to us 
with the Athenians. 

But now give me leave to {er before you Englands reaſon, why 
God would have us now eſpecially to repent ; A reaſon proper 
to England, in regard of the ſad condition that England is now 
in. And the reaſon is this: Becauſe theſe are times of warre and 
Aleudſdea, this is the day of Facobs trouble: And therefore _ 
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Now God bath taken away all theſe Impediments, 
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doth eſpecially call for repentance in theſe daies: This appears, 
Noel 2. 12. Therefore alſo now (ſaith the Lord) urn unto me, 
ſpeaking of times of famine, (as ſome think) or times of war, 
(as others think) therefore vo turn unta me with all your 
bearts, with faſting, weeping, and with mourning. 


And there are four Reaſons that England doch preſent before xcur Reaſous 


you. why that cheſe miſerable times ſhould perſwade you to re- why we ſhould 

pentance, more then ever before: The firſt is, repent in theſe 
Becauſe God doth now uſe ſuch an Argument to perſwade us — — — 

to Repentance, the like to which he never yet did uſe, ſince _ _—_ 7 

England was England: Gods Argument is this; Repant, O ye other times. 

Lords and Commons, or-elſe Ele give you over to Beg gery: Re- Reaſon 1. 

pent, or elſe 1 will give you over to Popery; Ile give you over to 

ſlavery ; Repent, or elſe Lie plunder your houſes ; I le give up your 

wives aud daughter: to be defloured ; Repent, or elſe Ile burn 


your Cities; Repent, or elſe Ile remove the Goſpel from you. 


And not to repent when God uſes ſuch Arguments, isa fin that 
God will hardly pardon; as you ſhall reade in the 22. of Iſaiab, 
12,13, 14. In that day the Lord called for weeping and mourn- 
ing, ( ſpeaking of a time of warre) and baldneſſe, and ſack- 
cloth, &. But behold, joy and ſlaying of Oxen, &. and it Was 
revealed in mine ears, &c. Surely this iniquity (hall not be purged 
from you, till ye die; that is, it ſhall hardly ever de pardoned, 
And then ſecondly, 1 
Becauſe God hath now taken away all thoſe Hinderances and 2 
Impediments that did heretofore lie in your way to hinder you * 
from repentance; and therefore now God eſpecially cals you to 
repentance. There are five Ooſtruct ions that hinder many from 
repentance ; The hope of long life ; Inconſideration; the Patience 
aud leng ſuffering of God; the abundance of flattering Preachers; 
and the abundance of wealth, proſperity, jollity and feafting, & o. 
iV* LP i. 
The firſt Impediment is the hope of Long life, This is a mighty & da 4 vin 
Giant to hinder moſt people from ſpeedy repentance: ; every man did formerly 
thinks he may live one day longer, and therefore every man de- Diner many 
ferres his tepentance one day longer. But now God hath temo- 1 
ved this ſtumbling-block. There is no man can hope tor long life „ no -.. 
now. Theſe are killing dayes. 1 are dying e are 1 oye d. 
: 1 e. 
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day's whet thn cory man ſrowtd carry his lift in his hand, and the 


grate of Fepentance in bis heart : It is a fign of an Atheiſt not to 
re now. | 

A ſecond Impediment is Inconſideration. And therefore it is 
faid expreſly, er. 8.6. I Hartened and heard, bat they ſp als not 
arigpbi: no man repemed him of his Wickedneſſe ſaying What have I 
done 9 Fot did a finner ſeriouſſy conſider the unexpteſſible woe 
and miſery he brings upon himſelf by not repenting; what a {ad 
condition it is to be eternal fuel to everlaſting fire, and to be de- 
prived of the beatificall viſion, Did he further conſider the good- 
neſſe and kindenefſe of God towards him every day, notwith- 
ſtanding his daily provocations, and what an unkindeneffe it is to 
fin againſt ſuch a God. Did he confider the affronts and indig- 
nities that are offered to God by ſinners. And alſo the ineffa- 
ble love of Jeſus Chriſt towards him, in dying a curſed death to 
free him from hell and damnation, And did he ſeriouſly and con- 
fcientiouſly dwell. __ theſe thonghts, this would (through 
Gods affiſtance) quic 

Bar theſe truths lye like a ſea/ed Letter, like a Treaſure locks mp, 
like fire under the embers ; without any uſe or benefit for want of 
Conſideration. And therefore David faith, P/A.119.S0t conſider 
ed my waies, and turned my feet wnto thy teftimonies, And Peter, 
when he remembred Chriſts Feech, and had weighed it, as the 
word ſignifieth, he went ous and wept bitterly, Mark 1 1.72, But 
aut God hath taken away this impediment in a great meaſure. 
Now people have time and leaſure to ſearch and try their waies. 
And this is the proper buſineſſe of fuch times, Eccleſ. 7. 14. In the 
day of adver ſity conſider: When the Prodigall Childe was in great 
diſtreſſe, then he came to himſelf and repented, Luk. 15. 17. And 
Solomon prayeth, That if the people of Iſrael in their captivi- 
ty ſhould betbink themſelves and repent, & c. 1 King. 8.47. Theſe 


are times whetein God doth in an eſpeciall manner call upon us 


to conſider ſeriouſly of the anger of God againſt Exgland, and 
what thoſe ſinnes are which have provoked him to anger, and 
to 2 thoſe ſinnes. And we have time and leaſure thus 
to dae. 

The third Impediment, is the Patience and long · ſuffcrauce of 
God, As the Sunne hardens the Clay,” ſo doth the goodneſſe of 


ly winde up his ſoul to a right Repentance. 


God. 
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God harden a wicked man in his ſins, Ecel. 8. i i. but now God 
hath taken away this impediment, For now the patience of God 
inat an end. Now the heavy wrath of God lies upon England: 
Now the Axe is laid at the very root of the tree; God hath been 
holding up bis Axe many years againſt Eugland; but now God 
is he wing down the Tree of England at the very roots i It is high 
time no we ſhould begin to repent, + 
A fourth Impediment is the ab undance of flattering Preachers, 
(to which you have been accuſtomed fear in this place too 
much heretofore ) that have preached Peace, Peace, and have 
freugthued the hands of Wicked men in their finne, by promiſing 
chem lig, Exek. 13 12. But now (by the help of you Right Ho- 
nourable ; for which we blefle God) God hath (ina greatpart) 
removed all theſe flattering Teachers: And now the doctrine of 


__ Repentance is preached with power, and in the demonſtration 


of Gods Spirit : And therefore now eſpecially God cals you to 
r cpent. | | 
A fifth Impediment is the abwndance of Wealth, eaſe, joviality, 


and proſperity. Theſe are mighty Goliahs to hinder men from 


repentance. Proſperity is apt to make a man ſecure, proud, for- 
getfull of God, impatient of reproof, Fer. 22.21. I Pale unte thee 
in thy profþerity, but thon ſaidF, I will not bear, &c. When pe- 
runwaxed fas, he kicked, &c. Deut. 32.13. The Oxen that go in 
the fatteſt paſture ſooneſt come to the ſlaughter · houſe. But now 
God hath taken away your proſperity, your wealth, and your 
joviality. Theſe are times of affliction; theſe are fic times for hu- 
miliation, and repentance, and weeping, and mourning : And 
therefore now you have no excuſe, if you do not repent. 


The third Reaſon why England (hould repent now, more then x 1g11nqs third 
at other times, is ĩ Becauſe that repentance is the only way to re- Keaton, why 
move the man. devouring and Landedevouring judgement that ſhe ſhould re- 
is now upon us : I fay, it is the Only way, for ſo faith Chriſt pent now more 


/ 


Lnuk.13.5. Except je repent, je ſhall all periſh. And ſo ſaith Chriſt — other 


alſo, Revel. 2. 5 16, 27, 22. So alſo faith Moſes, Lev. 26. 14, 77. 


Deut. 28.1 5, 25. Which Texts have a morall equity, and doe ſet 
out the unchangeable will of God to the end of the world. So al- 
ſo ſaith David, Plal. . 1 2. 


Doth not, God many times remove the judgement of the Oed. 
8 | 
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Sword, or of the Plague, &c. from a Nation when that Nation 


doth not repent Þ Hath not God many times removed the Plague 
from the City of London, when London hath not repented of har 


iniquities? x 


Anſw. 1. 


Anu. 2. 


is Objection Lanſwer three waies. | N 
Firſt, It is one thing far God to remove his Anger from a Nas 
tion, another thing for God to remove his judgementa from a Naz 
tion. God never removes his anger till a nation repenteth; but 
God doth ſometimes rẽmove a judgement, when the fins that 


cauſed it are not removed, But when God doth fo, This very re- 


moving lus judgenirnts is a great judgement, For as it is a great pu · 


niihment for God not to puniſh a finner in this life, but to reſerve 
him for hell; as you may reade, Hof.4.14. So it is alſo a great pu- 
miſoment for God ſometimes to remove a puniſoment : as is plain, 
Iſa. 1.5. Why ſhould ye be ftricken any more; ye Will revolt more 
and more &c, That is, Why ſhould I be ſo metcifull unto you, as 
to puniſh you? As it is a great mercy for God to puniſh a ſinner 


in this life, accotdingto that ſaying, Miſericordiæ eſt aliquando 
ſubtrabere miſericordiam ; So it is a great affliction for God co take 


away the Sword, Famine, or the plague, and reſerve men for hell 
and damnation, As God fometimes gives mercies in anger; (as 
he did Quails to the Iſraelite:) Nam multa concedit Deus iran, 
qua negat placatus: So he ſometimes takes away judgements in 
anger. | 
— I anſwer, That God may upon the prayers of his 
people, and upon the outward humiliation of the wicked, remove 
a. judgement: but then this is but a temporary removal. It is ra- 
ther a proroguing then a removing of the judgement. For if the 
ſins that brought the judgement be not truly repented on, ruine 
and deſtruction will come. at laſt, Aheb was at laſt deſtroyed, 
and fo were the Sodowitesz and ſo was the old world, though 
reprieved for a while. For except ye repent ;ye ſpall all theWiſe pe. 
riſt, faith Chriſt :- They ſhall periſh ſooner or lter. And ſo the 
dem did fourty years after, to whom Chriſt then ſpake, 4 fun- 


ner of a hundred years old, ſhall be accurſed, Iſa. 65 20. And ſo alſo 


Eccl. 8. 12, 23. Iſa. 3. I i. 
Thirdly, Ianſwer, When a judgement is removed, and the 
fins that procured it not removed, it is rather changed then re- 
| moved, 


- , 22 


— 
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moved, It God love thee, he will change it into another corporall 

affliction. But if he intends to deſtroy thee, he will take it off 
thy body, and inflict it upon thy foul, He will give thee up to 
hardueſſe of heart, as he did Pharaoh, He will take the plague off 
thy body, and ſuffer the plague of ſinne to encreaſe in thy ſoul: 
which is not to cure, bu to change the Judgement for thy ever- 
laſting ruine. This God doth as a juſt Judge, But that which 
this third Reaſon holds forth is this, That there is no Way to ob- 
tain a tot all aud ble ſſed removall of this Land. dev ouring judgement 
but by repentance, 17 308 a 


- The fourth Reaſon why Enylandhontd repent now more then Reaſon 4. 


at another time, and rather then at another time, is, 


Fourthly, Becauſe Repentance i a moſt certain and an infalli- Englands 
ble way to remove the great plague f (vil! War that is now u pon fou ch Reaſon 
the Kingdem, Miſtake me not, 1 do not ſay, God will remove w y {le tbouid 
the bloudy Sword for our Repentance, Bur this L ſay, God will Pen- 2 
not remove it Without Repenmuce: and upon our repentince he — tn, 
will remove it. Though Repentance he not canſa propter quod. ; 
yet it is cauſa ſine qua non. It is not the cauſe for which, but the 
cauſe without which God will not do it. And not only fo, but 
repentance is alſo cauſa removens prohibens, Repentance removes 
thoſe fins that do hinder a Nation from deliverance; and in this 
ſenſe is a cauſe of our deliverance, Repentance is the qualificati- 
on of that Nation which God intends to preſerve. | 
Will you ſecure us, that God will heal the Nationif it repentsꝰ q bje& 
If the Repentance of England be vationall and ſincere, there is " a fi 
no doubt of it. For we have three Texts that ſpeak thus much in : 
plain terms, er. 18.758. 2 Chron 7,14. Lev. 26. 40;41;43. Cc. 
Theſe Texts are the Charter of beaven, to prove that Repen- 
tance, if it. be ſincere and national, is an infallible way to ſave 
a Nation from ruine, 3 
What aniwer you to that Text, 2 King, 23. 26. where it is Ohe. 
laid, 7 hat not wit hſt anding the Reformation in Joſiah's dages, the 
Tord turned not from the fiercene ſſe of bus great ratb. &c. becauſe 
of. all the provocations that laue ch, provoked him wit hall, 
I briefly anſwer three things. | 
Firſt, That the repentance that was in Joſieb's time, was the Anſw.1 
Repentance.of poſiab and ſome m other, but it was — 1 
| 3 An 
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And therefore youmay obſerve, that it is punuallyſaid,almolt 
in every verſe of the 2 Kin. 23; That Ze/iab put down the J- 
. trous Ptieſts, aud Joſiah defiled Tophet, and read the lam &c. There 
is no mention made of the voluntary concurrence of his Princes 

and people, as isexpreſly mentioned in the Reformation of Hee 

e li ab, 2 Chron, 30.14, 15, 16,23, 27. &. 2 Chron. 31. 1. And 

it is worth the noting, that whereas Fo/iab hegan to reign when 

: he was eight years old, 3 Chron, 34. i. it is ſaid, bat in the eight 

5 year of bu riign, be began to ſeek after the God of David hi fa- 
_- ther, 2 Chron. 34.3. But yet it was four years after, before he 


3 e eee ee 
453 _ 1 ves 1 £4 
. , x 
r 
— 


ee eee et” EC e wh 


r 


Fl. | began to ſet upon the work of Reformation, 2 Ci 34. 3. and 
I 1 it was ten years after, before the book of che la Was found, as 
ft appears, 2 Chron, 34.8. which was a ftgn that in his firſt eighteen 
Tis | years there was but little reformation, and therefore no doubt 
he met with great oppoſition from his people, which is an argu- 
ment that the repeatance Was not varzonal/.,. 30145 
{i} Anſw. . Secondly, But ſuppoſe it was nationall, yer it is certain it was 
Lit i not ſincere, as appears plainly, en. 3 · To. ( for:F*remy prophecied 
ö in /oſiab's daies) and alſo 2 Chron. 34.32. where it is ſaid; That 
1 Jeſias cauſed the people to ſtand to the Covenant they had made, 
| which implyeth a kinde of forcing them to it. = 
| Anſw. z. But Thirdly, 1anſwer; That this Repentance of what nature 
þ | ſoever it was, it did turn away the judgements of God, for the 
Tit BO preſent, from #dah, and it did keep them from ruine. As long as N 
= Ieſiab lived, and as long as the people continued in his Reforma- | 
I 5 tion, ſo long they were preſerved. But after oiab'g death wicked 
=__ : Kings aroſe, and the people forſook the Lord, and therefore Gd 
it was forced to deſtroy them. For this fee 2 Chron.34.33. 2 Chron. {| 
Wi 36. 14, 17. &c. So that it is plain not withſtanding this objection, 
[it Ops that Repentance is an infallible way to remove England: miſery 
if if it be nationall, &c, 85 | 
Object. But ſuppoſe the nation ſhould not repent, what good will my 
perſonall repentance do to the nation or to my ſelf? | 


1 ö | 

? eAw/ſw, Much good every manner of way; For firtt, Per ſonall re- 
+ | pentance, if right, will almaies ſave thy ſoul from bell, Ezek. Ii 8. 
12 30, 31,32: | | 
42 F Secondly, It will for the moſt part ſave thy body alſo from ruine, 


even then when God is deſtroy ing the nation wherein thou art, 
| E | Exe. 
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rel, 14. 14. Eſpecially if there be four qualifications found in 
thee : firſt; F ibon bref one of thoſe thut mourn for the aboming- 
tions that are comminted in the land, Eck. 9.4. ſecondly, If thin 
beeſt one of thoſe that are vexrd with the unrigbiuous converſation 
of thoſe with whom thou lie, 2 Pec.2.7,8, Thirdly, If thou beef 
on of theſethat Rerpeſt thy fe If pure from thoſe fiunet for Which 
God deſrepem the narion in which tho liveſt, Gen. 6.9, Fourthiy, 
If then beſt ons of thoſe that appear for God in Sinful times, then 
od will apy —— thy duyli verance in deſtroping times. Jer. 39.19, 
18. And de. this very reaſon did God deliver feremy himſelf, 
and gave Rim His life for a Prey. But becauſe Gods people many 
rimes are aſhamed of Gods cauſe in evil dayes, and betauſe they 
do not keep themſelves unſpotted from the finnes of the times, 
and becauſe they are not vexed and do not mourn for the abo- 
minations of the land wherein they live, hence it is that they ate 
many times involved in the out ward calamity that fals npon the 
nation Vee 
Thirdly, Perfonall repentance will ſometime ſave a whole na- 


tion, as we may reade in the example of Moſes, Who often flood 


in the gap to turn away the wrath of God from the people of Iſrael, 
P/al.106.23, And the Prophet Jeremy bids us Run ye to and fro, 
&C; and if ye can finde a man, if there be any that execnterh ju- 
frice, that ſeeketh the truth, and I will pardon it, Jer.5.1. This al- 
ſo we reade, Exe. 22.30. Ec 9.14,15. If there had been ten wheat- 


ears in Sodom, God would have fared all the chaff for their ſakes, _ 


Gen. 18.3 2. 
Fourthly, Perſi nall repentance, though it doth not al waies pre- 
ſerve thee from a temporall judgement, yet it alwaies ſanctifieth 


a temporall judgement, and turneth it into a bleſſing. It takes 


away the curſe and the poiſon of a judgement. And though the 
affliction be not bonum in it ſelf, yet it ſhall turn to thee in bonum. 
As the ſame flail falls upon the corn and chaff, but for different 
ends, the one to be burnt, the other to be laid up inthe barn: Sothe 
ſame judgement that is an utter rnine to animpenitent fiuner, ſpall 
be for the benefit and happines of a repenting ſinner, as is excellent - 
ly ſer out by the parable of the good and bad figs. Jer. 24 5,6,7,8, 
9, 10, In a word, There are four kinde of Ark that God pro- 
vides for his children in times of publike calamities; and _ 2 
0 2 cnet- 
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Uſe, 


theſe four Arb God will provide for thee if thou tepenxeſt. 


Firſt, Either he will provide an Ark of prevention by death before 


abe calamity comes, Iſa. 57. 1. Thou ſhalc reſt in the grave 28 in 
thy Ark. and ſhalt not ſee the evill that is coming upon the Na- 
tion. And thy very duſt will be precious in Gods ſight. For 


Chriſt cannot be perſect Without it, Eph. 1 23 Or lecondly, he u ill 
provide an Ark ef deliverance and preſer vation from the judge- 
ment when it comes, as he did to Noah, Lot, Jeremy, and will do 
to thee alſo if thou haſt the four qualifications forementioned. 
Or thirdly, an Ar of ſupportation under the indgement, and ſan- 
Hification of the judgement,” Or fourthly, an Arł ¶ ſalvation by 
the judgement, It is but winking (as the Marty r ſaid) and thou 
Halt be in heaven preſently. f ee: Pn 
This is all I (hall ſay for the explication. Oaly I ſhall make 
bold to put you in minde of an Ordivaxce of Parliament made 


by you, Feb, 15. 1642+ In which pious and religious Ordinance 


you call upon the whole Kingdom to practiſe that which I preachꝰ 
before you this day. And you therein ſay, That Repentance is the 
only remedy to turn away Gods juagements. And that it is an ex- 
cellent remedy, 4 ſucceſſeful remedy, and an wufailing 'remeay, - 
Theſe are your own expreſſions. I (hall therefore take the point 
for granted, and having ſpent ſo much time in the explication, I 
ſhall now proceed to the application. A 

If Repentance be the anum neceſſarium for England, if it be 
the great Commandement ; Here is a black Bill of indighment a+ 
gainſt all thoſe that live impenitently ever in theſe dai, That 
{wear and will ſwear even in theſe daies. That are drunkards and 
adulterers, and will be ſo even in theſe daies, That love their 
old ſuperſtitious practices as much as ever. That willingly neg- 
lect holy duties, or perform them negligent, even in theſs bloudy 
daies. In a word, that live in any one known (in without Repen- 
tance. I beſeech all ſuch (as a Miniſter of God) to hearken to the 
evill of theit condition. 

Not to repent at any time is a damnable ſinne. And indeed 


there is no ſinne properly damns any man but the want of faith 


and repentance. The finne againſt t he holy Gh:ft is therefore on- 
ly an par dona ble, becauſe God hath threatned never to give repen- 
tance to the man that commits it, Heb. 6. 4. It is not the falling in- 

| | to 
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ro the water drowns any man, but the lying in the water: So it 


is not the falling into fin that damns any man, but the lying in fin 
without repentance. 
Not to repent ar any time, is ſo damnable a ſin, that Auſtin 
thinks that the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt is nothing elſe but fine- 
lis impenitentia. Which though I conceive to be an errout, yet 
I know this to be a truth; That us fin damn any man, to which 
finalis impanitentia is not an aut. N 
But not to repent in ſath times as theſe are, is 2 (in that hath a 
double aggravation upon it to make it exceeding ſinfull. 
For firſt, theſe times are times of the Geipel, times of know- 
ledge, times of the Spirit. And though winks at the times 
of ignorance, yet he will not wink now. To ſinne againſt the 


Goſpel is 2 greater ſinne then to ſinne againſt the Law, Heb.1o. 


28, 29. For he that ſins againſt the Goſpel, (ins againſt more mer- 


-* ey then he chat (ins againſt the Low, And Goſp el ſins will bring 


7ofpel curſes, which are greater then Legal cnrſes. If any man 
Yeaſt the Law, he hath the Goſpel to fly unto ; but if he 


| Gn againſt the Golpel, what ſhall he chen fly unto The Carle 


of che Goſpel is Anachems Marat. Not to repent now, is 


to ſin againſt the priviledge of the Cournant of grace.;; againit 


the purchaſe and donation of Chriſt ; againſt the Incarnation, 
_ reſurrection, and exaltation of Jeſus Chriſt; as Iſhewed 

And'fecondly, Theſe times are times of affliction; and not 
only ſo, but times wherein God afflieth us with the ſoreſt of 
his judgements. And therefore wor te repent in theſe daies, is not 
only a Sowl-deffroying but'a Land-deftroying ſin, It is a (ign thou 
levaſt neither wife, nor childe ; nor bouſes, nor lands ; vor ſor! nor 


body. For there is no way to preſerve all theſe from ruine, but 


by repentance. 
Not to repent in ſuch times a theſe are, is to harden our hearts 
above the bardneſſe of a Few, We have a Proverb, As bard-beart- 
ed 4 fem. A ſinner impenitent under affliction, is more hard- 
hearted. For the Jews ſought God: diligently, and early; and 
with great weeping and mourning. in their affliction; Hoſ.5.15. 

Pſal.78.34.1 San. 7.6. | TY 
Not to repent in ſuch daies 28 is to be worſer then the 
/ | very 
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A Sermon-preached to the Hom able Houſe of Compuons, 


very Frauen; for not only the Heathen Niucviees hut the Hea- 
then Mariners in a ſtorm, evety atan cried to their God. Now 
Mariners ordinarily are the worſt of men. Not to repent in theſe 
fad daies is to harden our hearts above the hardneſſe of rocks; as 
you ſhall ſee in: the fifth of -Zoremy, and the third verſe, I have 
corre Red them, and they haus not amended, &c. they have hardned 
theit faces abeve the larduoſſe of rockt; 2s if he ſhoyld ha ve ſaid, 
If their hearts were not harder then rocks, in times of afflition 
they would have repeated. Ps. 120 
Not to repent in theſe daies is the brand of a Reprobate': 
2 Cbron. 28.22. It is moſt emphatically: expreſſed. And in the 
time of rhis difireſſe he did treſ pᷣaſſe yer more ag ainſt the Lord. Thu 
vj that King Abax. It is a brand for ever upon him; And yet not- 
withſtanding all this, where ſhall we finde a penitent ſinner? 
It is an eaſie matter to finde a ſinner, but where ſhajl we finde a 
penitent ſinner ever in theſe daiet I beſeech you tell me, what 
iu hams you leſt ſince. tueſe mur began Are you not as proud 
agever?' Areyounotas'covetore? Are you not as vin in your 
faſhions? a8 vid in your courles as ever? hai pnne bave you 
left ſiuce you 120k your Covenant, and ſwore tò reform your lives ? 
This is a:day wherein you malt ſearch your hearts; I ede 
no im the preſenes ot God retumn me an anſwer. May not 
Godly as it is in che cighth of peremiab und the ſixth r / hove 
bearkned and heard, &c. and no man re pented him of his wickeds 
weſſe, frying, What have done ? No man repents. Do you No- 
ble; men, you Gentlemen, you Common people, do you tepent? 
Cu the Lord hear you repent? He bearkeng, he ſt anus it your 
loans, yo liſles Whether y repent. May not lee Civ up- 
bruiui be Parliament of Raglan, and the people of Englena, ns 
de doth the people of the lem, in the 11. of Matthewand the 20. 
Then Jeſu began to upbraid the Cities, wherein be had wrought 
any woracles, becanſe they-repemtednot; I do not come here to 
wpbraid any man, but my Lord and Maſter] eſus Chriſi doth «jp» 
raid you, whoſoever you ares for whom God hath wrought ſuch 
mighty wonders, ache hath done for this Parliaments if yon do 
not repeht: ne truth is; ( And oh that i could ſpeak it and you 
hear it with grief of heart I) we are now eome to that paſſe, that 
many men beg to ſcorn to heat a Sermon of Repentance. * 2 
279 | Ch - 120 
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ſign, ſay ſome, the Miniſter hath been idle that week, or that his 
ſtock is ſpent when he comes to preach of ſuck a common Theam 
as Repentanee: : Menbegin now to have itching ears, tohearken 
after new and wnkyown truths : which for che molt part doe 
prove to by id erraurt. And that which is yet more lad; many 
godly people in City and Countrey that were wont in their pri- 
vate meetings to diſcourſe abou Reprriandce,” and how they 
ſhould do to get a broken heart for e, add how they ſhould 
do to get power over their vill liver; Nowalltheir diſcourſe is 
of this 9pinien or that opinion, inſomuth tharunlefſe God be 
mercifull to us, we are come to that paſſe; that We ſhall qujci 

diſpmte away all our repentanoe, and all our fait un wo ſball qui 

ty diſpmte our ſelves out of our godlius ſſe, and ont of eur Religion 


And that which is yet more ſad, Are there not ſome that pteach 


againſt humiliation? and that tell us, that bumiliat ion is hut a back- 
door to heaven;and a bach. door to Chriſt? Are there not ſome that 


tell us, that Repertance malegall,Grace ? (whereas I proved unto 


you even now, that it is the very proper grace of the GoFfpel; and 
the proper prrebuſe of | Chrifts land, ) — there not End that 
teach, that God ſees yo ſin in bis elelt children ; and that the very 
being of their fins is aboliſhed out of God gin Aud that God 
is never diſpleaſed with hw people though they fal into adviktety, or 
any other jen : uo, not with a Fatherly difpleaſure ? And: that God 
never chaſtiſoth his people for any ſiune: no, not with a Fatberiy 
chaſti{cement ? And that an unbelecving and as impenitent founer is 
as actually pardoned in Gods fight of all his ſinuos, as be is if be bo- 
lernen and repents? And: do' not ſome of theſe now begin to 


Frieve, that they have grieved fo much for their ſianes ] And that 


which is ſaddeſt of all: are there not multitudes of people, even 
in the City of Londen (a City ſo well iaſtructed) cat ried away 
with theſe gr ace>deftroying, and Land · deſroying Opinions? Truly 
theſe are black ſigns, chat God intendech to bring the Cloud of 
Blond Londa · ward And that God intends that London ſhould 
drink of the Cap of Blond, becauſe London is ſo ready to he in- 
feRed with the Cup of Errors: and the cup of grace deſtroyin 
Opinsons, And for my part, I am more afraid of this Cup, then o 
the other; more aftaid of theſe dibiſtons, them of the awer and 
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All ſorts of 


men are to re- all ſorts of 


rent. 


Lord give us bearrs to lay 1 to heart! and the Lord give 
us hearts to repent of theſe fins l 88 
If this be the great Cen ment of God to Englend, that 
England ſhould um repent, nom rather then ever; now more 
then ever: I beſeech you let us all ſubſcribe to the sbeRience of this 
Text: and let this Commandement be written this day in every 
one of our hearts, Oh that the Ford of God, and the Sword of God, 
might preach this doctrine again and again; and oh that the 
Lord would make it to take deep im preſſion in every one of our 
fouls | Remember the Motives :. Theſe are the times of the Go- 
fel, wherein Ged holds forth ſach arguments to move us to repeu- 
grace, Which no other Religion can hold firm : ar s draws 
from the incarnation of Ghrift, from the reſurrection of the dead. 
e day. of judgement. Theſe are tine of Knowledge, theſe arc 
times of the Spirit; Theſe are times of blond, now God thunders 
from heaven: now God preſents you with a terrible Argument 
to move you to repentance s Now God bath taken away all your 
Hind ances that did binder you from repentance. And there i no 
way to remove the man=devonring ſword, but by repentance; and 
repentunce is au infallible way. Thele are the Motives 5 and Mo- 
tives ſufficient to make the very foxes in the Charch to repe 
they had a capacity to do it: ient to make the Devils in 
bell to tepent, if they had had the happineſſe to have been put in- 
to a poſſibility of ſalvation upon their repentance: But the devils 
are not ſo happy. For the truth is, repentance is not only a duty, 
but a happineſſe. It is a happineſs that there is ſuch a gate as repen- 
tance to get into heaven by. Chriſt Jeſus ſhed his bloud (as I told 
you) to make this door, The devils have no ſuch door; And it is a 
lappineſſe alſo, that God will for Chriſts ſake accept of a ſinner 
= bis repentance, It is vain in wan (oxre for a murderer or a 
thief to pleade his reentauce: But it is not ſoin Gods Conre. Bleſ- 
ſed be God that after our ſxpmrack by Adam, there is ſuch a 
as repentance for a poor ſinner to ſwiwto heaven upon: And this 
is another mighty Argument to perſwade you to repent. He tat 
refuſeth to repent, refuſeth to bo happy. Z 
But now give me leave to draw down this Doctrine to 
ple, according to the words of my Text: 
But now God commandeth all men every. where to * 
* FS Fi IO 


„t, if 
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Firſt, el min; And then Every Where ; Al men, 


1. Repentance it is not only 4 garment for poor men to pat 1. Great men. | 


ow, but God cals the rich men of the World to repent ; God cals the 
great men of the world to repentance, Say unte the King and 
Aueen, Humble your ſelves: And Oh that God would ſpeak 
that word to the King and Queen this day; that the Lord would 
command them to repent; Great Mauaſſeh he was a great ſin- 
ner, and did greatly bumble himſelf, 2 Chron, 33.13. And the 
great King of Nineveh put on ſackcloth, and humbled himſelf, he 
and his Nobles : David King of Iſrael made his very bed to ſwim 
with tears for his fins. Great men (in againſt a God that is greater 
then they: and Great men mult appear before the Great God, 
at the rea Day of Judgement, There is a great day of judges 
ment, a terrible day of Judgement, wherein the great men of the 
world,and the Kings of the earth, and the rich men, and the mighty 
men ſhall deſire for rhe monnt ains to cover them, aud to hide them 
from the Wrath of the Lamb, Rev. 6.15,16,17. Great men doe 
more hurt by their ſins then others, and therefore God will pai 
them more then others; and therefore they arc to repent more 
then others: Potentes potenter torquebuntur. The truth is; Hel 
is provided on purpoſe for great men; I mean, ſuch as are grea- 
ter in ſinne then in greatneſſe; otherwiſe, Greatneſſe is an or- 
nament when it is joyned with goodneſſe; but for thoſe that are 
wickedly great, and greatly wicked great men, Topbet i ordained 
of old; yeafor the King it is provided, Iſa. 30.33. And therefore 
God cals Great men, Princes, Noblemen, and Gentlemen to re- 


pent. 


2. Repentance is not only an Antidote for Drunterdi, 2. Men that 
Whoremongers, and Oppreſſors, &c. But God cals them that live live civilly ate 
Civilly, and that are moraly good, to repent, You muſt re- O tepent. 


pent becauſe. you pretend to make conſcience of doing that 
which is juſt to man; but you make no conſcience to doe that 
which is juſt to Goa, to give him his due in the duties of the firſt 
Table. | | 

You muſt repent, becauſe either you conſtantly negle? holy du- 
ties, or you are conflantly negligent in holy duties, which both are 
great iniquities. | | 

Lou mult repent, becauſe. at the beſt you are but Negatively 
D 3 good, 


ND 2 = — nth " — — * * 
.. ˙ . e . a . 
— . ˙ö IRE TE ITY os * 
* * 


. A Sermon priached to abe Honourable Houſe of Commons, 


Thirdly, Men 


good, There is no poſizive: goodueſſt in you. Though you abſtain 
from evill, yet you do not do good; though you do nor /weer 
great Oaths, yet you do not Freak holily, Aud every tree thas 


brings not forth good fruit, ſhall be hewn down and caſt into the 


oO ©. >= * . _ 
Lou muſt repent becauſe you do All good duties, either from 
natural principles, or which is worſe, from ſinful pt inciples, and 
for naturall ends; or which is worſe, for wicked ends. | 

You muſt repent, becauſe of your immederate love of the 
world; and becauſe you would fain ſerve God and Mammon; 
and becauſe you are afraid to be tos good; as you are afraid to be 
very bud ſo you are afraid to he uery good; you are afraid to ven- 
ture too much for God ; afraid to be too forward in his Cauſe ; 
which are all horrible iniquities. POP 
Lou muſt repent of your inward iniquities, your inward adul. 
zeries,and your iu murders; and you muſh repent of your litti⸗ 


. oarhs,and your little fins (as the world cals them, though proper- 


ly there is no ſin little, becauſe no little God to fin againſt.) And 
you mult repent of your ſecret iniquities. For he that is but civil 
and morally good, makes no conſcience of snward fins, he is never 
troubled for his original fx, and for the body of fin that is with- 


4 


in him, He makes no conſcience of litile fins, and for the moſt 


part, he hath ſome beck-door or other, to ſome ſecrer iniquity 


which the world knoweth not of. You ſee then there is great 
reaſon that they that live civil ſhould repent alſo. | 
3. Repentance is not only neceſſaty for thoſe that live civsly, 


that live reli= but God cals his own children that live religiou ſiy, and he cals 
giouſly are to upon them in a more eſpeciall manner to repent. And therefore 


repent. 


Chrift (ent John Baptiſt a holy juſt man to go before him to 
preach re pentanco, to ſne that holy and juft men need repentance, 
When the people of God ſinne, they ſinne againſt ere light then 
others, and againſt more means of grace then others; - againſt 
more wercies then others; they ſin againſt better principles then 
others : God takes it more unkindely at theirhands; and they 
aiſbomour God more by their fins then others: And therefore the 
people of God ought eſpecially ro repent, They have an ability 
within them to repent ; they have the grace of repentance, and 
therefore God eſpecially commands them to 2 
ES. | inne, 
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fine, God will chaſtiſe'them Boner then others, ſuvey then o- 


thers, more then others in this life ; and therefore they ought to 
repent ſooner then others, and more then others, and ſurer then 
others: God will chaſtiſe them ſooner then others, 1 Pet. 4.17. 
The time is come that judgement muſt begin at the henſe of God. 
And inthe ſecond — —— — Tribalation and 
an gnify n every ſoul that aoth evilt; but firſt on the Jew, aud 
— e Gentile; God will puniſh the 7ew before — 
and the Chriſtian before the cw. God puniſheth them ſooner, 


and therefore they muſt repent ſooner; aud God chaſtiſeth them 


ſurer then othets. Amos 3-2 You only have I Hou of all the fa- 
miliesof the wurd, therefwre'F lo br ſure t o puniſt you. And God 


chaſtiſeth them more then others in this lit, Lam. 4 6: The puniſh-. 


ment of the daughter of Zion is above the puniſhments of Sodom. 
Dan. 9. i 2. Under the whole beaver hath not been done as upon lee 
r#ſalem.” And therefore God cals on his own people to be ſure 


to repent more then others. And I doubt not but you that fear 
tbe Lord, will hearken to my counſell this day, p. oe 


When Gods people fall into any grofſe fin, ſuch as adultery and 
murder, though they do not loofe ja hæreditarium ad cœlum, 
their right and title to heaven, (For [avid was à childe of God, 
though a childe under wrath; in the midſt of his ſins; he was not a 
childe of wrath, but a child only under Wrath) yet they loſe j us ap- 
tit udinals ad rœ lum, they loſe their firnefſe to enter into that holy 
place of heaven. And this ſitneſſe is not recovered till they actu- 
ally repent. And therefore Repentance is very neceſſary for the 
children of God. ' 8 | 
And thus you ſee that God cals upon the worſt of men, and up- 
on the beſt of men; upon the leaſt of men, and the greateſt of men 
to repent, God cals upon all men, faith the Text. But moſt eſpe- 
cially upon yon that are Parliament men, Lou ate to repent as 
you ſtand in a double capacity. > | 

Firſt, As Gentlemen. 
Secondiy, As Parliament men. ee e | 
« Firſts As yen are mer. For as the Prophet Oard faid to the 
Princes of Juda, fo do I ſay to you this day: Are there not with 
yon, ever With you fins apainſt the Lord your God? And there- 
30d cals\wpow you, eve# uοο cyon to repent. 25 - 
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There is an Ordinance of Parliament ( Which I named even 


nor) that cals on all the X ingdom of Enylandto repent z and 
in that Ordinance-you ſet down fourteen Sor · procuring fins ; 
you command that that Ordinance be read in our private Fami- 
lies, and in our Churches: you reckon there fourteen ſinnes, 
which are like vnto fourteen {ron whipt, with which God is now 
whipping England te ibe very blends. Now it is not h for 
you to command Exgland to repent of theſe ſins: but re- 
quires, that you your ſelves ſhould repent of them alſo. As it is 
not enough for a Miniſter to call upon his people to repent, but 
the Miniſter himſelf muſt tepent alſo : So it is not enough for 
you to deſire the ſubjects of Englandto repent, but you mult re- 
pent even this day of theſe ſins; I will name the fins over: For 
they be your own; I mean, ſuch which you have commended 
to the Kingdom that they ſhould repent of God requires that 
if upon examination you finde your ſelves guilty, you ſhould re- 
pent of your Comempt of the holy Worſhip of God; and your Con» 
tempt of the holy Ordinances of God; and your Contempt of Holi- 


neſs, and of Gods boly Hinifters, God requires and commands 


that you ſhould repent of gro ſſe and affe Fed ignorance nuder the 
light of the Goſpel ; of Unfruitſulneſs under the means of grace; 
of Vnthankfulneſ for the many mercies you have received from 
lm; of Incorrigibleneſſe under the judgements that are upon the 
land: God requires youſhould repent of your Oaths and Bleſphe- 
mies; of your Fornications and Adulteries; of Drankenue(s and 
Gluttony; of your ontentiout and nnuatarall Diviſions; of your 
Pride. Vanity, and Prodigality in apparel; of your Oppreſſion, 
Fraud and Bribery : One Sin I had like to bave forgotten, and 
that is the fin of the Profanation ef Gods Sabbath: But I would 
deſire you likewiſe to remember that there is an Ordinance of 
Parliament lately printed, wherein you require the Kingdow of 
England to apply their hearts to the /anification of the Lords 
D ay, both is publikg and private, This you command us; Now 
I beſeech you tell me, Do you doſo your ſelves ? that which you 
command the Kingdom, as a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt I.commaerd 
yon to put in practice; and to repent of thoſe finnes which you 
command us to repent of, ſo farre as you are concerned in them. 
And to remember further that your Ordinance tels us, that we 
| onght 
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ought not te repent ſlightly, but we ought to be deeply d, 
we ought to wourn With a godly mourning, and With 2 bearty-ab= 
horrexcy and deteſftation of theſe fins, Now the Lord calsupon you 
this day to do thus: And to do thus more then others, — 
are Gentlemen, becauſe theſe ſins in you are more ſeandalous, 
and do more hurt, both by Imimt ion, and by [mpatation: They 
doe more hurt by Imimtion, becauſe great men are like unto 
Toobing- glaſſes, according to which all the Counerey dreſs them - 
ſel ves; whatever they do other men follow : And your ſinnes 
do more hurt by Imputation, for God doth many times impute 
the ſins of the Rulers updn the People, as he did impute the 
fin of D avid upon the people of Frael. And therefore God re- 
- quires you this day to repent in duſt and aſhes: And to be hum- 


bled before the Lord, as you are ꝙenilemen; that is the firſt. But 


then ſecondly, F $84 

God commands you to repent as you are Parliament men; As 
you are wen, with a perſonal repentance; as you are Pariiament 
men, with a Parliament repentance. 881 

And here give me leave to ſpeak to you firſt divs/wv, and then 
conjunttim, - 

Firft, To ſpeak to you ſingly and ſeverally: I beſeech you 
ſearch and try your wayes. And if there ſhould be found any a- 
mongſt you that drive the deſigns of Oxford, and that ate pre- 
ſent at Weſtminſter, only to betray their Countrey, the Lord ww» 
weak ſuch, and the Lord give them repenting hearts: This is to 
build your houſes upon the blond of three R 3 this is to ſell 
your ſouls for preferment ; And it is juſt With Ged that ſuch mer 
ſhould not only loſe their ſouls, but leſe their very prefirment alſs.; 
« Judas that ſold his Maſter, and lung himſelf, And then again, 
If there be any amongſt you that drive your own deſigus, and feek 
your own ends, and not the publike good ; and ſeek your own 
ends more then the publike good; and ſeek your an ends to the 
detriment of the publike good : theſe are-crying/abominations, 
and the Lord.cals for a Parliament Repentunce this day: It was 
the Complaint of the Apoſtle of bis time, Omuss qus ſua ſwat 
quarunt, &c. Phil. 2,21. All men ſeek thyir own, and no man ſcels 
the things of Jeſt Chriſt. If the: Apoſtiè Paul had been alive in 
our daics, I wonder what he W of our times. For 


truly. 
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i God ſhould unriꝑ us hete before the Conꝑregation, I am 
—— ſhould finde many of our hoarta to be made up of no- 
thing but of fei love and ereature- love; and yet notwithſtand- 
ing this is a ſin, and not only againſt the light of rhe Ford, but a- 
geinſt che very light nature; for the light of nature teaches us, 
chat all private good ſhould be ſwallowed up in the publike: And 
the very Decii and Curtii, und Ariſtides, and many other Hea- 
thens will riſe up in judgement againſt many Chriſtians in this . 
particular, There is a famous Text in Fer. 45.3, 4. Behold ( ſaith 
the Lord) I do now begin to pull down what ] have built, and 
to deſtroy what 1 baus planted, and ſcekeft thew great things for 
thy ſelf? ſerk them nor, Is this a time to ſeek your own ends? 
this is juſt F 4 wav ſhonld have bis houſe on fire, and in fiead of 
ſeeking to quench bis houſe, ſhould go and trim up lus chamber: 
what will become of his Chamber when the houſe is burnt ? 
It is jaſt as if a man when the Ship he is in is finking, ſhould go 
and exrvol hir o Calens; The Lord give you hearts co repent 


of this, | 


Or if there be any amongſt you that favour Malig uaute, be- 
cauſe they are your friends, though enemies to God and his 
Cauſe 2-this is a great fin to be repented on greatly. And I fay to 
ſuch, as the Prophet ro Zeboſaphar,'2 Chro.19.2, Bernuſe you help 
the ungodiy, aud love theſe whomuhe Lora hateth ; therefore wrath 
i gone our from the Lord again#t you. a al 

\Now let me conſider you conunctim, as you are united into 


one body. And here give me leave to put you in minde of a 


praicr of Auſtins, very neceſſarx to he made by yon this day: 
Lord deli de a from other mons fins: For this is a certain rule g 
That all the firs of the Kingdoms Which are committed by your cou- 
nivence or allowance, are the Parliament ſins, and they call for 
a Parliament Repentance. And therefore I beſcech you ſearch 
andtry your hearts, and conſider how far you are acceſſary to 
the fins. of tha Kingdom, that ſo you may be wrought up not only 


: tog per/onallburtoa' Parliament humiliation, And if it doth 


appear that you hive raktn more carcin ſetling your own Liber- 
ties, then in ſetling of Religion ::If you have taken more care to 
build your own houſes then Gods howſe, this is'a crying ſin; and 
this makes you acceſſatyno a thonſand fins that ate committed in 
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the Kingdom. Again. If you do not labour according to your 


duty, and according to your power, to ſuppreſſe the Errereand 
 Hereſies that are ſpread in the Kingdom; all theſe erreꝶrs arc 
yen erronrs, and the ſe hereſies are your hereſiss, and they ate 
your ſins, and God cals for a Parliamentary repentance from you 
for chem this day; Lou ate the Auabaptiſa, and you are the 9 
tiuomiaus, and it is you that hold, That all Religions are to be to- 
lerated, even Judaiſm and T urkiſm ; That the Soul is mor ill and 
dies with the body); &c.. Theſe are your errors if they ſpread by 
your connivance. For the {innes of the ſons of old EA, are im- 
puted to old Ely himſelf. And when the people of //rael bad 
profaned the Sabbath, Nebemiah contended With rhe N obles of 
Judab for ſuffering them, and tels them, that it was they that 
2 it; becauſe they ſuffered the people to prophane it, 
69. 1 3517. 2 

Thus v lio all the guilty bloud that God requires you in juſtice 
to ſhed, and you ſpare; God will require the bloud at your hands. 
And all the Zribery, all the conſenage, and all the robberies which 
are committed in the Kingdom, which you can puniſh and do 
not, theſe are all your /ins, Oh that the Lord would work up 
your hearts co the meditation of theſe things, and that the 
Lord would make your hearts like wax, and this word like the 
Fun to melt them. Thus God cals you to repentance as you are 
men, and to a Parliament repentance as you are Parliament men: 
And God cals you to do all this now, God no commands you 
now to repent: The commandement is now, and the practice mult 
be now: There muſt be two not, the uunc of the Commande- 
ment, and of that you have heard abundantly : but now there 
maſt be alſo the nunc of Obedience: God n commands you, 
now to practiſe this Text, for otherwiſe for ought you know, you 
may be in hell the next hour; prradvexrare you may, and per 


venture you may not. But howſoever you put your everlaſting e- 


ſtate upon two prradvertwares : peradventuce God will deny thee 
ſpace to repent next hour; or if he give thee ſpace, peradventute 
God will deny thee grace to repent: And if any of theſe two per- 
adventures ſhould happend thou art undone to all eternity. Who 
can tell but they may happen · for God hath threatned, Lak. 12. 
46. That if that ſervant ſay in his leart, My Lord delapeth bis co- 
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> - : ming, and ſhall begin to beat the men- ſer vantt, cc, the Lord of 
| pros Teen will . 4 day that he looketh not ſor him, and at 
an bon when le ts not -aware, and will cut him aſunder. c. And 
therefore as the Apoſtle faith, 7. 4.13, oO Say wot, To morrow 
I vill go to ſuch a city, &c. for what is your lis, i it not even a va. 
powr ? So ſay I, ſay not, lle repent tomorrow, for it may be God 
will deny thee ſpace to morrow, and deny thee grace to repent to 
morrow : put not your eternall ſouls on a peradvenrare; God 
cals upon you to repent mow, even row. £ | 
" Give me leave to adde three · Motives more, and to call them 
Englands Motives to the Parliament of England, to perſwade 
> them to preſent repentance. - | F 
Englands hre Pirſt, The only reaſon Why God doth not repent of the evil ef pu- 
1 ni/oment, u, becauſi you do not repent of the evill of ſinne; the on- 
9 ly reaſon why God delays to turn away his wrath, is, becauſe 
ef Exgland io you delay to turn unto him. We cry out, He long, Lord ? how 
repentance, long? When wilt thow have mercy ub England ? When wilt 
Motive 1. thou fteath wp the Sword ? And God he cals, How long O Eng- 
| land? Oh Parliament of England? when will you turn unto me 
With all your heart ? when will you repent of all theſe finnes you 
command the Kingdom to repent of? how long Will it be before you 
be waſprd from your Uncleanneſſes ? When Will you turs to me ? 
when Will it once be ? Jer. 13.27, appeal to your conſciences : I. 
it fit that God ſhould ceaſe fighting againſt us by the Sword, before 
we ceaſe fighting againſt him by our ſins ? But if you would turn 
unto God, let me aſſure you, The very ſame day that you turn, 
God will turn : You have a Text for it in the ſecond of Hagg i, 
and the eighteen verſe, Mark, the very day wherein you begin to 
build my houſe, from that very day, Ile proſper you : Nay, let me 
tell you, the very minute that you begin to repent, God will re- 
pent; you have a Text for it, Fer.18.7,8. At what inſtanc I ſhall 
ay, concerning 4 Nation to deſtroy it, &c. If that nation turn, Ile 
"repent of the evil I thought to do unto them, As a perſonall repen. 
tance is 2 means to obtain a perſonal! ſalvation, ſo 2 national re- 
pentance is à means to obtain a national ſalvation : At that 
very inſtant that thou turneſt from thy ſins, God will ſave thy 
foul : ſo on that very day that a Nation turns from ſinne, God 
will turn from his anger. A Parliament is the repreſentative 
xy | | Nation, 
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Nation, and therefore I call a P ar/iawext repentance, 4 National © 


repentance, This is one of Englands motives, and it is a powerful 
one: God will keep touch to a very day, to a very minute. 
Secondly, The reaſon (faith England) why Ged, begin: to repent 
of the good that he hath begun to do for you, is becauſe you do not 
repent of the evil you have done againſt him. If you look into the 
Word, you (ball finde that God is faid as well to repent of his 
good works and of his mercies, as of his judgements : in Per. 18. 
Io. If you do evill in my fight, &c, le repent of the good I intena- 
ed to do unto you: and in Joſb. 24. 20. If you do evil IIe conſume 
jeu, after I have done you good, And we ſee by ſad experience, 
that God hath begun to leade us of late back into the Wilderneſſe 
gain, and hath given us a great defeat in the Weſt: God begins 
to repent of the good Which be hath done for us: and why doth 
God do this? Becauſe we repent not of our evils againſt him, God 
begins to carry us back, becauſe we turn our backs to God; but if 
we did repent of our evils againſt him, God would do us good, and 
never repent. But England bath a third Motive, and Oh that God 
would give you ears to hearken unto it 
| Thirdly, 7 he reaſon why all our faſting doth prevail uo more 
with God, is becauſe we do not joyn repentance With our faſting ; 
becauſe our faſting daies are not repenting dayes : We have now 
almoſt been three years a faſting ; and we have had many extra- 
ordinary fafts, and yet we are not delivered, We are as farre 
from the end, as we were in the beginning: and what js the rea- 
ſon 2 Not becauſe the way of faſting is not Gods Way to heal a Na- 
tion; but the reaſon is, becauſe we do not faſt aright. Suppole, not 


England: fe. 
cond Motive. 


Englands third 


Motive. 


I, but England ſpeaking unto you in her own behalf, and bewail- 


ing the manner how faſting daies are kept in this place. 

For firſt, You bring not your Faſting «ppare# with you; here 
are many of you appear in this place rather in a eriumphing way, 
then in a penitent way; whereas the great King of Nineveb, he 
laid aſide his robes, and ſo did his Nobles. And chough God re- 
gards not the out · ſide ſo much, aay God ſcorns the out ſide with- 


out the 5n- ſide, yet God looks to have the out · ſide, as well as the 


in-fide : And then again, 
Secondly, Here is a great deal of Fafing, but where is your 
weeping ? where is your mewrning ? Look into the Word of _ 
: os FT . and. 


—5r— — 


8 4# Sermon preached to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 


and yon ſhall alwaies ſce faſting and weeping goe together; God 
ſcorns your faſting, if there be not Weeping joyned ; Turn unte 
Joel 2-12. mr with all your hearts, with fafting. (What next 7) with weeping, 
aud with mourning : Nay faſting and mourning are all one in 
Chriſts ſeaſe ; in Marth. 9.15. Can the children of the Bride- 
room mourn when the Bridegroom is with them ? but when 
the Bridegroom ſhall be taken from them, then ſhall they Faſt, 
Here faſting and mourning are put for one and the ſame thing: 
Now becaule there is a great deal of faſting, and ſo little werp- 
ing, chat is the reaſon why our Faſtings do no more good; #e 
keep dayes of humiliation without any humiliation, and therefore 
, God ſcorws our dayes of humiliation, It is a very lad thing to ſee 
that in ſtead of weeping on a faſting daꝝ there are many that turn 
a great part of it into ſleeping ; we turn our weeping into ſleeping, 
we weary God, and weary our ſclves ; and in ſtead of foul-af- 
flicting, we affl ct God by our negligent addreſſes to God on that 
day. Were it not ſtrange to ſee a condemned Malefactor, while 
he is pleading for his life at the Bar, to fall aſleep, would you not 
ſay, this man cares not much for bis life ? You come hither like ſo 
many condemned. Malefattors, and you come to pleade for your 
own lives, and for the lives of three Kingdoms; and for you to fall 
aſleep while you are pleading for your lives,God ſcorns ſuch faſt- 
ings; and that is the reaſon ſaith England, why I am not healed 
by your faſtings. And then again, | 
Thirdly, there is a great deal of Faſting, but there is no Refor- 
mation: a great deal of talk of refermation, but there is no pra- 
ice of refor mation; We have a great many Covenants of Refor- 
mation, but there is no performance of our Covenants : We ſwear 
to referm, but we do not reform; wie faſt one day, and faſt the 
devil all the moneth after many times; Do we do as the King of 
Nineveh did, and as his Nobles and people did ? they cried unto 
the Lord, and turned every man from hu evil, way ; but becauſe 
there is no ſuch turning from ſin amongſt us, becauſe there is no 
re fir mation; that is the reaſon why our faſting doth no more 
good. B:loved in the Lord, ſuffer me to ſpeak my minde plainly ; 
Could I ſee the Parliament of England do as the King of Nineveh 
did, and all the Nobles of Nmeveh did; could I ſee them all appear. 
here, andlying down in duſt and aſbes, weeping, and morning, and 
lamenting 
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lamenting before the Lord, and humbling their ſouls in good car. 
n:ft, and every man turning from his iniquity, and from the vio- 
| | lence in his hand; [ach a fafting day would ſave the lives of three 
Kingdoms; fach tears would prevent the effuſion ef the blond of 
thouſands ; ſuch a day would be loud muſick in thr ears of God; The 
F0 Lord make this day to be ſuch a day. 5 
Thus much I thought to kay in reference to the general 
expreſſion in the Text, But now God commands Al men. | 
Secondly, But then it is added in the Text, God command! all 41 men muſt 
men every where (that is another expreſſion ) to repent; If we r-pent every 
muſt repent any where, we muſt repent every where; for, where. 
- Firſt, Becauſe God fils every Where, If thou canſt commit a ſin 
where God is not, there Ile give thee leave not to repent ; but if 
God be every Where, we mult repent every where, becauſe God is 
every where. And then again, 
Secondly, Becauſe ſome devil or other is every Where : I do not 
ſay, that the devil is every where, but ſome devil or other is every 
where; and therefore we mult repent every where, becauſe our 
Accuſer is every where, and our Judge isevery where, And then 
again, 
> hirdly, Becauſe death will meet us every where : If there be 
any place wherein thou art exempted from death, Ile give thee 
leave not to repent there; but death will meet with thee every 
where, and therefore God commands all men every Where to re- 
pent. And then again, 4 | | 
- Fourthly, Becauſe we muſt give an acc for all the Actions 
that we do every where: God at the day of judgement will ask 
thee an account of that that thou haſt done any where; and there- 
fore we muſt repent every where. And then, 
Fifchly, Becauſe we fin every where, we ſin in our Churches, 
and there fore God cals for a Church. repentanee: We ſin in our 
Parliament, therefore God cals for a Pærliameut - repenmuce: We 
fin in our Sacraments, therefore God cals for 2 Sacrament- re pen. 
tauce: We ſin in our beds, in our ſhops ; and therefore God cals 
for repentance in our ſhops and in our beds. God cals to the A/- 
| ſembly of Miniſters to repent of their ſinnes; God cals not only 
to the people at Oæford to repent, but to the people at Weftrwone 
ger ta repent; God not only cals to the ang 1 
| , X ora, 
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; Anſw. 


A three-fold 
miſtake of re- 
pentance, 


Oxford, but the true Parliament at Weſtminſter to repent: God 
cals all men every where to repent. And then again, | 

Sixthly, Becauſe Gods judgements are every where ; Gods 
judgements fill every Town, every City, every Countrey ; the 
Sword devours every where, and therefore God commands us 
to repent every where. | Gor a 

Thus much for the ſecond exhortation, 

There is one Queſtion yet behinde which muſt have an anſwer 
before I can conclude, Es 

Some will ſay, Wbat is that Repentance which is the awww ne- 
ceſſarium for England, and which is The oo Commandment of 
God for England ? Is there any man that doth notrepent ? 

There is much talk indeed in the world, and much diſpute a- 
bout Repentance, and much profeſſion of repentance, And every 
man ſaith he repenteth. But I fear that moſt people miſtake the 
nature of true repentance, and ſo are cheated of their ſalvation 
by a rotten and falſe repentance. | | 

There is a threefold wiftake of repentance, 

Firſt, Some think it an ominore thing to repent, and judge of 
repentance, as ſome ridiculouſly judge of making their Wils, who 
refuſe to make their Wils in their health, as thinking it an omen 
and preſage of their death. So many refuſe to repent in health, 


- becauſe they thipk it a work of ſickneſſe, and if they ſhould do it 


in health, ic would haſten their death, This opinion is not worth 
confuting, oo Ji 

Secondly, Somethink it an caſte thing to repent, and therefore 
deal with repentance (as one ſaith ) as countrey people do with 
Phyſicians, who never {end for them, till they de breathing out 
their laſt breath; So many never thaxk of Repentance til they be 
upon their death - bea, and then they conceive that theſe five words, 
Lord have mercy upon me, are as efficacious to ſend them to hea» 
ven, as the . conceit that their five words of conſecration are 
able to tranſubſtantiate the bread in the Sacrament into the body 
of Chriſt, Moſt people think it very eaſie to repent. It is &xt re- 
penting, faith the ſinner. But this But is a hard Bat, It requires 
the omnipotent power of God to work repentance, 2 7 im. 2. 
25. Therefore it is called a rexding of the leart, Joel 2. 13. which 
is a hard work, And it is — called a ploughing up 5 the 
; allow 
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fallow ground of our hearts. It is a Tranſuatation, a change of 
the whole man from fin to God, which is no eaſie work. 
Thirdly and eſpecially, Moſt people think they repent, When 
they do xot. And I belecve that the reaſon why ſo many goe to 
hell, is not ſo much for want of repentance as for want of a right 
repentance, We reade, A4. 11. 18. of a repentance unto life, and 
2 Cor. 7. 1o. of a repentance never to be repented on: where note 
there ig a repentance which is not unto life, and a repentance to 
be repented on. Repentance is a rare jewell. But as there is no 
jewel but ir may be counterfeit, ſo there is no grace but it may be - 
counterfeited: As there is a counterfeit faith, a dead carcafie of 
faith, ſo there is a baſtardly repentance, pe nicentia ſpuria & non 
. gennina; or as Auſtin cals it, Pæniteutia infruttuoſs, And as a 
counterfeit jewell is nothing worth, no more is a counterfeit re- 
pentance. And as many are undone by the buying of a counter- 
feit jewel: ſo there are many in hell through the miſtake of chis 
jewel, chat yet thought it may be, they hadrepented aright, and fo 
might all their friends poſſibly thiok likewiſe, Now therefore the 
great queſtion will be, What is that repentance unto life, that te- 
pentance never tobe repented on, which if I have, I may aſſure 
my ſelf that Tam in the ſtate of ſalvation ? 
For the anſwer to this, I will briefly ſhew, 
I. What is not that repentance which is anto life. 
2. What repentance is that repentance which tu nnto lie. | 
What repentance is not that repentance which is unto life, There gi ſorts of 
are ſix ſorts of Repentance which ate not the right repentance. repentance, 
The firſt is, Pharaohs repentance, After he had obeyed God in which are not 
letting the people of Ia go, he repents of this his good action, che right re- 
as Ex0d.14.5, This was a repentance unto damnatien, not unto 5 5 
ſalvation, Some ſuch I have known, that in their young daics repentance, 
have been zealous and forward for private faſts, and for all other and wherein it 
religious exerciſes, and afterward have Apoſtatized from theſe failed. 
ways and perſecuted them in others,and repented that ever they . 
had been ſo ſtrict and zealous, This is a wicked repentance. Thus, 
many in our daies (through the errour of their jadgement)repexr 
that ever they have been troubled ſo much for their fins, and that 
they have faſted ſo much, and Wept ſo mach, This is a repentanee to 
be repented on. 
[ 
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Sault repen- The ſecond is Souls repentance, 1 Sam. 15. 24. This repen- 
tance, and tance was is fair, and 25 full in outward repentance, as Davids 
„ i to Nathen, 2 Sam. 13. 13. But yet Savis repentance was not un- 
ailed. do ſile. It failed in four things, - 

Firſt, His confiſſion was without ſorrow, he acknowledged his 
ſin; hut we reade not that his heart ſmote him for his (in, or that 
his he art was broken for his fin, as Devids was. 

Secondly, Sauls confeſſion was not free, but forced from him by 
Samuel with dint ef argument. But Davids heart ſmore him for 
numbring the people, and he confeſſed the ſin before God ſmote 
his people with the plague, 2 Sam. 24. 10. | 

Thirdly, Sauli coufe ſion was by way of diminution, he labours to 
leſſen his fin, and to put the fault upon the people, 1 Sam. 15. 
21,24. But true confeſſion of fin is with aggravation of the ſins 
we confeſſe. Thus did David, 2 Sam. 24 10, 17. Thus doth Da- 
viel and Ezra, Dau. 9g. Ezra 9. 

Fourthly, Saul: confeſſion was mingled with pride; 1 Sam. 13. 
30. he deſired honcur with the people, thoqgh he had no reſpec᷑ 
from God nor from Samael. I tue confeſſion is an humble con 
F ſſion, Era. 9. 6. .- 

Abghsreper» The third is eAhats repentance. His repentance was ſo great 
tance, and xnd ſo remarkable, that God bids Elijab take notice of it, 1 Kix. 
N „ 21.27.29. His repentance is expreſſed in four particulars; He 
_ rent hu clothes, he put on ſackcloth, he faſted, be Iay in ſackcloth, 
and ment ſoftly. But yet it was not a repentance unto life, It failed 
in three particulars, It was but an oneward repentance. All the 
forenamed expreſſions were out ward, be rent his garments,but his 
heart was ug: rent. And therefore God rewarded him only with 
an outward reward, 1 K. 21. 29. Abaß was like a ripe plum that 
a ſoft without,but bath ahard lone within,2:1t was a worldly and 
carnal repentance, for fear of the loſſe of his kingdom, and for 
fearof the dogs that Elijal threatned ſheuld lick up his bloud. 
3 · It was a 7epentancefor fins but not from fin. You ſhall reade in 
Scripture, not only of a repentance for fin, 2 Cor, 1 2.21. Revg. 
20. but alſo of a repentance from ſinne, Act. 8B. 22, ami 73s naxiag, 
ſoit is in the Greek. So alſo, Heb. 6. 1. Repentauce from dead 
works, Now Abab did not repent from his fon, For in the next 
Chapter he is as bad as ever he was. 
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- The fourth is, The 1/raclitesrepentnnce, you chall reade often The Iſraelites 
of their repentance, 1 S.. 7. 6. ud. z. T, 2,3. J44,16.10. But their repentance, 


and wherein it 


repentance was not vnto Zi, It failed eſpecially in two partieu- 
lars. 1. It Was only and meerly for fear of the Lord, it was only 
they were in diſtreſs, es appears often and often in the book 
of the Zndgesy and alfo P,. 78.3 4. 2. It laſled only a long as the 
rod laſted, whenche affliction was paſt they returned to their ſins 
again, /.. 78 36, 37. ud. . 1. adi õ. 1. &c. They were jalt like 


iron, which while it is in the fire, is ſoft and malleable to any 


ching. but when it is taken out of the fire, groweth preſently hard 
agaim zor like ano water; that while it is upon the fire is very hot, 
but when taken off, preſemely groweth cold. And this, I fear, is all 
the Repentance that many have in theſe daies. Some ſo bad as 
not to repent at all, even in theſe killing daies; bur they that do 
repent, I fear it is only for 7 of tbe rod, and it will laſt no lon- 
ger then the rod later. The Lord give us hearts to ſearch᷑ our 
hearts whether it be not ſo. * | | 
The fifth is Thr ri 
pented, and conf ſſed his ſinne, and made [aricfattion. Mat. 27 
A4. Anal hejuſtified alſo Chriſts innocency, and he took awe to 
e in going to the high Prieſt; to confifſe his ſinner, But yet his 


that pretend to arigi repentance, that cannot pleade ſo much to 
juſtine their repentance as 7adas can. But it failed in divers par- 
ticulars. Firſt, his repentance Was leer‘ uv,e, not tler ν The 
Greek word is not the ſame wich the Greek word in my Text for 
tepe Paniruit, ſed nom reſipuit; he ſorrowed for what he 
had done, but he was not reformed from what he had done, for 
he that murdered Chriſt before, murdered himſelf preſently af- 
ter. It was no 5 arrow. Secondly, 7adas repented, 
not owt of hatred of the ſin that he had commit ted, but only to qui. 
et hm canſcieuce, he felt a hell in his conference, and to quiet that 
he repented. Thirdly, Thi repemtarre was wholly legal, oni for 
fear of hell, and it was wholly without hape of mevey. It was x deſÞe- 


rate repentance, and it drew him not to Chriſt, but to the gał- 
lows, True repentance is out of love ko God; and it is alwaies mixt 
with hope, Ezra 10.3. | 

The ſixth is, The Heathen mars repentance, There is in a Hea- 
Jo) F 2 


then 


failed. 


Brace of Fudas. The Text faith, he we- Ladas's repen. 
tance, and 
wherein it 


failed, 
repentance was not unto /5fe ; though there be many in the world 
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The Heathen 
mans repen. 
tance, and 
wherein it 
failed. A 


then man a natural conſcience, and when he fins againſt the light 
of nature, this natural conſcience will accuſe and condemn him, 


and this ofcentimes -worketh à natural and moral repentance. 


Thus when Ala æandur in his drunken fit had killed his dear friend 
Cas, when he was. ſober, he was troubled in conſcience for 
it, and ſent to all the. ſeverail kindes of Philoſophers ( as ic 
were to ſo many Miniſters ) to know what he might do to ap- 
ſe his conſcience, and to ſatisfie for that ſinne. Thus Polemo, 
when in bis drunken fit he came to the School of Xexocrares, 
and heard him reading of ſobriety, repented of his drunken- 
neſſe, and became ſober ever after. This Irelate to the ſhame of 
thoufands of Chriſtians. But yet this was not a repentance unte 
life. For here nature reforms nature. Refined nature reforms 
nature abominably profancd, Sober Alexander reforms d run ben 
Alexander. Here is no tarning to God, no eye to Gods glory, 
uo ſorroW for diſpleuſing of God. It is a repentance upon natu- 
rall and morall grounds, which is not a repentance wntaheaven, 
Thus, many repent of their gaming, and of their drinking and 
whoring ; becauſe it deſtroyeth their eſtate, or their bodies, or 
their good names. This is a naturall repentance, upon naturall 
grounds, but not a repentance unto life. Thus you ſee what 
that repentance is which is not vnto liß. It is our duty to exa- 
mine whether we exceed theſe fix forts. There are many that 
are cried up for great profeſſors that come ſhort of them. And it 
muſt needs be 4 miſerable thing to come ſhort of thoſe that come 


Hort of heaven, It is not enough to repent as Pharoah, Saul, A- 


bab, the Iſraelites, Judas and the Heathen repented; But we muſt 
labour to exceed them, and amend in all thoſe things wherein 
they failed. We muſt not repent of our good actions, 3s Pharaol 
did; but of our bad ation. Our confeſſion of fins mult be with 
ſhame and confuſion of face, with beart-breaking ſorrow, it muſt 


be free and voluntary, not forced, it mult be an humble and [elf- as 


baſing confeſſion. Our repentance mult not only be out ward as 
Ababs was, butinward alſo; it muſt be arending of the heart, n 
ricking at the beart.Sin mult not only be oculi dolium but it muſt 
— Our repentance muſt not only be for ſne, but 
fom finne, We muſt not repent for fear of the red only, as the 
1/raebtes did; for this is to repent out of ſelf · love, and not out 
5 5 of - 
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of love to Ged. This Repentance may be in a man that hath no 
grace. This is to fear hell, not ſinne. Neither muſt our Repen- 
tance vaniſn as the morning dew. We muſt not return to our 
vomit after the affliction is over. This is to act as a dog, not as a 
Chriſtian; This will bring utter deſolation, Eær 9.13, This is to 
mock God who will not be mocked, or rather it is to mock our 
ſelves into hell. Our repentance mult not be only to quiet con- 
ſcience, to eſcaps bed, as uda s was, but it muſt be a filial Evan» 
elicall Repentance, ariſing out of love to God whom we have 
offended, and outof hatred of fiv, and it muſt alwaies be min- 
gled with bepe of mercy, Our Repentance muſt ariſe not only 
— naturall and morall, but from Supernatural and Theologi- 
call grounds and principles. — ö IN 
Now I come to ſhew more particularly what is that repen- A deſcription 
tance Which is a repentance unto life ; a repentance never to be re- ol true Re- 
pented of: What is that repentance Which whoſoever hath is cer- Pentance. 
tainly in the (tate of ſalvation. 
For the brief anſwer to this you muſt know, that true repens» It is a golden 
tance is a medicine made of Chriſts blond that muſt have five in- chaia with five 
redientsin it. And if any one of theſe ingredients be wanting, ks. 
the medicine will not avail us unto ſalvation, It is a Golden chain 
that muſt have five links, and if one link be wanting, the chain is 
of little uſe. tg N | = 
The five links of this golden chain are: = 
Firſt, Godly ſorrow for ſiune. 
Secondly, & hearty confeſſion of ſinne. 
_ Thirdly, A fincere endeavour to forſake all ſins : 
Fourthly, Satisfaction for fon, | | | 
F.fchly, A turning to God by new obedience, Whereever there 
is true repentance 3 Firlt, 1:15 | 
_ - There is goaly ſorrow for fin ; God hath tied une and ſorrow Firft, godly 
together with eAdamancine chains: and a woman may as ſoon ſorrow, 
look to be delivered of a childe in a dream, as for a man to repent 
without-ſorruw : /orrow indeed is the daughter of ſiune, but God 
hath made the dawghter to be a means to deftroy the mother; you 
muſt not /ook to fly to heaven with pleaſant wings; you muit not. 
look to dance with the devil all day, and ſup with Chriſt at night 3 
to live all your lives long in * lap, and then te go to Abra- 
T3 3 | hams. 
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baws boſome when you die: whereſoever there is true repentance = 


there will be forrow for fin. But this ſorrow it muſt be aumn ig 
820 2 Cor. . 10. A ſorrow cauſed for Gods ſake; a ſorrow more 
for the offence done againſt God, then for the puni ſument due un · 
ta we It mult be a repentance tomardi God, as it is called, Act. 20, 


21. becauſe it cyas God and bis offence, wore thun the e. 


It is called a /awenting after the Lord, 1 Sam. 7. 2. It is a wonrning 
for Clriſi whom we have pierced by our ſins, Lech. 1 2. 10. Not fo 
much a mourning for the miſery we have brought upon our ſelves 
by aur fins, as for the ditkouour we have brought to Chriſt, It is 
8 wonruing for ſan.as fin, as it is offenfiuuns Dei, averfounw 4 Deo, 


" avitisanaRtof diſobedience, an adt of wnkindewſſe, as it is an act 


pollating and defiling the ſoul, making the foul ie Goa, and like 


ie devil; nn act that will br ing tus ſoul to the devil, &c. 


The ſecond 
link cf che 
chain of Re- 
pentance, con- 


G teflion of 6 fb 


True ſorrow muſt not be only attrition but cantrition, which 
is the grinding of fin to powder. A rock may be broken in pie- 
ces, and yet be hard ſtill. True ſorrow is when our rocky hearts 


are ground to powder, and made ſoft and pliable to do and faffer 
ire at our hands. It is (as one faith) 


whatſoever God ſhall requ 
avnihilatio voluntatic, a ſwallowing up of our own wils in Gods 


will. And whereſoever there is this godly ſorrow, if the heart 


be deeply wounded and pierced with it, | | 
Secondly, There will be alſo true confeſſion of inne, Even as a 
ſtomack when it is ſurcharged with coo great fulneſſe, it is never 
quiet till eaſed by vomit : So if the conſcience be overladen and 
brim. full of ſorrow for finne, it will never be at caſe till ſinne 


be vomited up by confeſſion. Sinne in the conſcience is as a 


thorn in a wans foot, as needles in the fleſh, or as poy/anfull: matter 
in a ſore, which lyeth burniag and aking with pain. In ſuch caſes 
there is no reſt unleſſe the ſores be lanced and the poiſon expel- 
led. Conſeſſio peccats eft medicina peccati; ( ſaith Naz.) It is 
vomitus ſordium anime. David did but purpoſe to confeſſe his 
ſin, aud God for gave him. Yſal.3 2.5. He that hideth his ſinnes 
ſhall not proſper; but he that confeſſeth and forfakerk them ſna ll 
have mercy, Pro. 28.13. Judah (which fignifieth Confeſſion) got 
tbe Kingdom from Reuben. True confeſſion of ſinne is the waytro 


tie K ingdam of beaven,. In confeſſion we arcaſe our ſalvri, and 


we judge our ſelves, By accuſmg our ſuurs we put tie de vil out 


1 
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of office. And by judging our ſelves worthy of damnation we put 
God out of office : for if we judge our ſelves, we ſhall not be jadged 
of the Lord. . / 

This is the ſecond link of the chain. But here you muſt re- 
member that this confeſſion muſt not be like unto Sauli conf: ſſi- 
on, but like the confeſſion of Eæxra, Daniel, David, as was ſaid 
but even now. | 


The third link of the golden chain of Repentance, is an 5yward Te third li k 
fence re endeavour to forſake all fin everlaſtingly. All pavirentia ig of che chain ef 
in vain Without reſppi/centia, wTzwank in vain without wimivors, 7 Pentancee an 


It is to no purpoſe to repent fer our ſins, unleſſe you repent from 

- your fins; for a man to ſay he repents of fn, and yet doth not for- 
ſake it, he ſpeaks a contradiction. As for a man to ſay that he is 
changed from a foo/ to a wiſe man, and yet remains a fool, he ſaith 
that which is a contradiction; ſo for a man to ſay be repents cf 
his ſwearing, and yet to ſwear; to ſay he is turn'd from his adul- 
te ty, and yet remains an adulterer, he faith a comradifion: as 

Tertullian faith excellently, He ibat re pents with a contradi ction, 
God will pardon him with a contradittion: thos repenteſt, and jet 
continue ſt in thy ſins; God will pardon thee, and yet ſend thee to bell; 

there is a pardon with a contraditiion. 

True repeotance muſt be joyned with an endeavour to forſake 
ſinne. But then we muſt remember that this forſaking of ſinne 
muſt have four properties. It muſt firſt be rd. We muſt put 
away evil from before Gods eyes, as it is 1%. 1.16. We muſt doe 
that which is good in Gods eyes, as the good Kings of 1/raet are 
laid to do. 4 man may go to hell for the inward deſire to fin, thongbh 
he ſhould never commit any ontward att of ſin, It is not enough 
to reſtrain ſiune, but we mult endeavour to mortiſie it. A Lion 
chained is x Lion ſtill. Secondly, It muſt alſo be fucere. TW OO 
things make à good Chriftian, good actions, and good aims, Though 
a good aim doth not make a haction good ( as we ſee inthe caſe 
of VUzzah ) yet a bad aim makes a good action bad, as we ſee in the 
caſe of Jehu. We muſt forſake ſinne not for worldly reſpe&s, or 
ſel's:nds, but we muſt ſay with 7o/eph, How can I commit ti u 
thing and ſinne againſt my Gad? Thirdly, It muſt be wniver ſal, 
We mult make conſcience to abſtain from every ſinne, 25 well as 
from any ſinne. We reade ud 8.30, 3 1. that Gideon had ſeventy 


ſons 
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The fourth 
link, Catisfa- 
Rion for ſin. 


ſons and one baftard; and that baſtard was afterward the means 
to kill all his ſeventy ſons, Give me leave to apply this ina ipi- 
rituall ſenſe. Though thou baſt ſeventy good duties, and yet 
if thou baſt one baſtardly fin which thou delighteſt in, this ſinne 


will take away the benefit and comfort of all thy good dutier. 


Fourthly, It muſt be everlaſting. It is not enough to fallout with 

fin, and after wardi to be friends again: but we mult ſo hate it as 
never to be reconciled. The Prodigall Childe never returned to 
his prodigality; nor David to his adultery, ; 

The fourth link of the golden chain of repentance, is /at#- 
faction for ſinne. This is a part of Repentance much abuſed by the 
Papiſts, and ſeldome ſpoken of by our Divines ; but of great uſe 
if rightly underſtood. The Papiſts teach, That Chriſt by his death 
ſatisfied for the guilt of fin, and for the eternal puniſyment ; but as 
for the temporal puniſinent of fiuue, Clriſt left that to us to ſatuſie 
for by deeds of Penance here, and by Purgatory hereafter, But this 


Doctrine is falſe and hereticall, Firſt, It it a derogation to the full 


« Thus makes every wan in part hu own Savioxr, Thirdly, The 


ſatisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt. He is a perfect Saviour. Secondly, 


tales away the fieeneſſe of forgiventſſe of ſinnes. Fourthly, This 
takes away all the comfort of aſfictions. For if afflictions be ſatis- 
factions to Gods vengeance, and part of the temporal curſe due 
co ſin, where is the comfort of affliction ? Fifthly, Wat can « 

creature contribute to ſattsfie an infinite God? All ſatisfacti- 
on mult be de yropriu, of ſome thing that is our own. And what 
can we give to God to ſatisfic him, but that which he hath firſt 
given tous ? Beſides ſarufaFion i M juſt proportionable recom- 
pence for an injury: And what proportion between the action of 
a finite creature, and the wrath of an infinite God? And therefore 


_ -fatisfaRion in a Popiſh ſenſe is abominable ; but in a Catho/ike 


Satisfadion to Firſt, He will make ſatigfaction to God. Not in a Popilh ſenſe, 


God. 


Orthodox ſenſe it is a point of great conſequence. A true penitent 
ſinner will make ſatisfaction to God, to the ¶ hareb, to his brother, 
and to himſelf. | | 


Not by tendring up his Repentance as & recompen/ation to the in- 
jury offered to the great God by his ſinne; but by preſenting the 
Lord Chriſt and bu [atizfattion for an atonement, And therefore 


the lens in the Old Law when they had committed a io, they 


Were 


— 


— 
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were to bring a /acrefice, and firlt to comſeſſe their fins over the 
ſacrifice, and then to offer up the ſacrifice for a proprtiationt This 
ſacrifice was a type of Cbriſt. He that will procure pardon from 
God of ſinne, muſt not only mourn for it, confeſſe it, and turn 
from it; This is not ſufficient to procure pardon; becauſe our re- 5 
pentaucs at the beſt is impor, and we PR for the defefis 
that cleave to vur repentance, But if we would procure pardon, 
we muſt tender up peſus Chriſt by faith to make np the breach that 
fon bath made. We muſt repent, but not traſt to our repentance. 
He that truſteth to bis repentance makes ax 1del of it, and wakes a 
Cbriſi of it, We nunſt not bottom our ſelves upen repentance,” but 
upon Chriſt only, 7111 1510 7 
Fa He will make ſatiſactios to Gods Charch, If he hath Satisfiftion 
offended it by any ſcandalous ſinne he will take ſhame to himſelf to the Church 
in a publike way of reparation. For this parpeſe did D avid write of God. 
his peniceutiall Pſalms, which arc Pſalws of Davids ſatufafti> 
an to Gods Church for the offence be had given to ir. Thus Solomen 
wrote his Book of Eccleſiaſtes to make recompenſation to the 
Charch of God, Which be bad wronged by bis eApoſtacy. And 1 
eruſt (through Gods mercy ) to (ee this Diſcipline put in execu- 
tion in England. | | : 
; Thirdly, He will woke ſaticfatiion to his brother, to ba boty, 8 1itisfaction to 
and 80 bis fond, a g r — 3 our brother. 
Firſt, To his body. If tbhas haſt wronged thy brother in his good ©-To his bodyf 
name, Which i more precious to him chew bs life God wil not accepy in his good 
of thy repentance, unleſſe then endeavoureſt 10 make np the injury 
alas haft done to bis good name, Many go to hell for want of pra · 
Ailing this. This is no exfie duty. For a mans good ae islike a 
White piece of paper, which when once blotted, can hardly be 
made clas again Without ſome remainder of defile news. f 
So agnin, If chou haſt wronged thy bro: her in his goods, God In his goods, 
will not accept of thy repentance, unleſſe thou endeavoureſt win 
Zaccheus (according to thy ability) co make reſtitution This is 
CP for all men, but ſpecially for Soaldiers to lay to 
art. | Hide N 
Secondly, He will make {arisfaftion to bi fowl, H chou haſt 2. To his foul, 
been a uorabicauſe to make thy brother lin, it is not enough | | 
far hee alone to repent, but thou 858 aot · ny our 


_ 


42 


A, Sermon preac bed to the Honour able Houſe of Commons, 


himlelf. 


of charity, but out of juſtice, to bring thy brother to repentance 
alſo; If thou baſt verloaded a — lewaneſſe, « man to 


* drankenneſſe, it is thy duty to make them ſont: reflirmtion : a 


Doctrine little preached, and leſſe practiſed; but of abſolute ne- 
ceſſity, in regard of thy endeavour ut leaſt to do it. Fer want of 


thu ſonl-ſattfattion many ſouls miſcarry, 


Satisfationto Fourthly, He willmake ſatisfaction to himſelf. If he hath in- 
jured his body by intemperate eating and drinking, and his /ox/ 


by taking too much liberty in things indifferent, he will take 2 
bely revenge upon himſelf ; of which you ſhall reade, 2 Cor.4, 11. 
Holy revenge is a nece [ary companion of tre tepextance. This ho- 
ly revenge confiſteth in faſting, and in abſtaining from lawfal de- 


lights when they prove ſeui. ſnares. If thou haſt finned by fre- 
quenting ſuch and ſuch company, thou mult be revenged of thy 


ſelf by. wholly abſtaining from their company. If thou haſt ſinned 
by the abuſe of lawfull games, &c. thou muſt wholly renounce 


them. If by immoderatè love of the world, thou muſt bereven- 


ged of thy (cif by a greater meaſure of charity to the poor. Thus 


Saint Paal did beat down. his body, aud brought it into fabjecti- 


on, &c. 1 Cor.. 27. When Hilarion felt his luſts boyling, and his 
body prone to filthine ſſe, he ſaid, Ego faciam, aſelle, wt non cal. 


citres, Ini Hep tu A (ſe from kicking, by ab finence. This part 


of repentance is little regarded now adaies i though there cannot 
be true repentance without it. ¶ tus peuiteut will be reverged 
of hu ſins, as Cranmer was of his right band, which he firſt burnt 
in the fire (when he was at the ſtake) becauſe with that he hal ſub- 
ſcribed to Bon Thus the Epbeſian converts, Act. 19. 19, barns 
their Books before all wen : and the wonien chat had prided them - 
ſelves initheir logking-glaſſes, brought them to the building of 
the Tabernacle, Ex. 3 8. 8. Thus ought every true penitent to do. 
Thus much for the fourth link of the golden chain of repen- 
tance. a 


The fifch link, The fifth and laſt liok of the golden of e pentance, iS, Turn. 
s 

Sabre. upon God, and wandreth from God as the Prodigall childe from 
neſſe of life. his father. Now repentance is a returning back unto God, And 


ing unto God ly newneſſe of life. Man by ſinne turneth bis back 


therefore in the Old Teſtament it is expreſſed under this name: 


K is called a Turning unta God, It is not enough to ceaſe from 
"i 95 


evill, 


* 
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vil, but we muſt alſo do good: As a man cannot go with ene 


leg; not a bird fly with one wing; no more can any man mount 
yp to heaven by forſaking of ſin, if he doth not alſo labour to 
turn to Gd. y dmg nt ot; 
And this is the conſummation of repentanes, and the happineſſe 
pt it. Mhertas diſobedience efirangeth us from God, who is our 
light and life, in whoſe preſence is fuine ſſe of joy, & c. Repentance 
brings" us back. again into the love, favour, and friendſbip of God. 
And therefore Luther ſaith well, That optima & aptiſſima peni- 
tentia eſt nova vita: Which ſaying, though condemned by Pope 
Leo the tenth, yet certainly it is a moſt excellent ſaying: Repen - 
tance without Reformation is a deformation; it is a foundation 
without a building. 44 ſorrow, confeſſion, and ſorſabing of pune 
without this turning unto God by bolineſſe of lig, is fpuitleſſe and 
unprofitable, 7 \ <= 
And thus you have the Golden Chain with all the five 
links. : 30 . 8 
Now what remains: but | ub 
EFirſt, That all you that pretend to a right Repentance, be per- 
ſwaded to examine your ſelves whether you have this medicine 
With the five ingredients , this golden chain with the five links, 
There are ſome that will confeſſe their ſiunes, but it is with dry 
eyes and hard hearts. Others that will mourn for their ſinnes, 
but not forſake them. Others will forſake ſome ſinnes, but not 


all. Some forſake ſinne outwardly but not inwardly : ſome for- 


ſake ſinne, but do not turn to God: ſome forſake ſinne, but do 
not make reſtitution. If a childe be born without his legges, or 


arms, or eyes; we ſay it is a monſter, a de formed childe: Such a 


monſtrous kinde of repentance moſt people have; Some have a 
leg of repentance, ſome have an atm of repentance, but few have 
the whole childe of repentance. Herod had a leg of repentance, 
he reformed in many things ; but his repentance was but a lame 


re pentance. Balaam had a kinde of repentance, and ſo had Peha; 


but it Was but a monſter, not the perfect childe of repentance, 
Examine ſeriouſiy and let conſcience ſpeak: Hat tou the hilde 
of repentance for med inthee with every limb in trutb; though not in 


perfection p Say not thou repenteſt aright unleſſe thou halt all the 


links of this golden chain. | tad? | 
SW. 5 G 2 Secondly, 
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things which all will confeſſe to be true, If any one of the(# ine 
— be ant of the medicine, thi meazcine of repentance will do 
iber n god. And therefore labour to thy utmoſt endeavour by 
prayer and all other means to obtain all five this day. I ſay, bi 
dey, for this day ꝙd ali, and yow call; God cats for repentance, 
and for preftus repeutauce, and for a compleat repentance; and yon 
call for mercy for your Armies; for preſent mercy,and for a com- 
pteat mercy : Would you have God hear you, and will not you 
hear God? Conſider whether this be equal: Would you have God 
give you a good return of your prayers, and will not you give God a 
goo returnof i The occaſion of our meeting this day, 
is to pray to God, thut God would be pleaſed to o our Forces, 
for we know not how ſoon they may be engaged; and that God 
would be pleaſed co fight oar bartels, and not to ſuffer us to 
miſcarry as vr have done lately. No do you think God will re- 
gard your praye rs this day, ifyou do not repent this day? It n wor 
praying, lee it is the penitent 7 0m prevails with God: It is in 
vin to rewnir your Armies, if you recruit your fins: God looks 
for. penitent prayers, humble prayers: Let the Parliament of 
England never forget the 7. of hb 10, 11, 12. &c. Ger thee 
wp, faith God to e, why tyeſt abau on the ground ? there 11 4 
A commited, and I will nor bear thy prayers till the ſin be rcmo- 
ved: Let the Parliament of Ewglond remember the Battels of 
the Children of Jſruel againſt the Benjamites; thongh their cauſe 
were never ſo good, yet notwithſtanding. becauſe they were I- 
.dolaters, and becaute they did not manage their cauſe well, 
therefore God ſuffered chem twice to miſcarry : Let the Par- 
liament of England never forget the ſtory of the peophe of , 
rl, 1 Saw, 4 that went out and carried the Ark of God 
with them, and went out to fight againſt the Philitims who 
3k E Were 
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were the enemies of Sod, and yet they miſcarried becauſe of 

their iniquities; And let the 93 of England never for- 
et the 23. of Donterenomy 9. When your Hoſts go forth 20 

Fes againſt your enemies, then keep your ſelves from every evill 

way ; then, then eſpecially. A repenting Parliament; arepentin 

Army; and arepenting people; what tniracles might not 

do? The Lord make the Army, the Parliament, and all the Peo- 
ple ſuch. Amen, Ane. 
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